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October 30, 2025
Dear Head of Council:

| am writing to update you on amendments to the Development Charges Act, 1997 (DCA) that
were made by Bill 17, the Protect Ontario by Building Faster and Smarter Act, 2025, and
corresponding changes to Ontario’s Building Code.

As you recall, our government introduced Bill 17 to help speed up the construction of new
homes and infrastructure by streamlining development processes and reducing costs, in
partnership with municipalities. Among the changes, the Bill:

e Amended the DCA to provide for payment of development charges (DCs) for non-
rental residential developments to be made in full at the earlier of the date an
occupancy permit is issued and the date a development is first occupied. This deferral
would encourage residential construction activity by enhancing a developer’s cashflow
flexibility.

e Removed authority for municipalities to charge interest on any legislated DC deferral
amounts, except to the extent such interest has accrued prior to these changes
coming into force.

The amendments noted above require a commencement order to come into force. Following
consultations with municipal and industry experts, the government has issued a
commencement order to bring these changes into force on November 3, 2025.

To support the implementation of deferred development charges, | will be amending the
Building Code to require that all non-rental residential buildings subject to a deferred
development charge will now require an occupancy permit, which can only be issued once
these deferred development charges have been paid. These targeted changes will establish
a clear, enforceable payment trigger for municipalities while leaving all life-safety
requirements for occupancy unchanged. These Building Code amendments will take effect
alongside the DCA amendments on November 3, 2025. Municipalities without development
charges, and requirements for other buildings, are unaffected.
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| look forward to continuing to work together to get shovels in the ground to build more
homes that Ontarians can afford. Please accept my best wishes.

Sincerely,

Hon. Robert J. Flack
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

C. Municipal Chief Administrative Officer
Robert Dodd, Chief of Staff
Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister
Caspar Hall, Assistant Deputy Minister, Local Government Division
David McLean, Assistant Deputy Minister, Housing Policy and Planning Division
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The Honorable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building Queen's Park
Toronto ON M7A 1A1
premier@ontario.ca

Sent by E-Mail
October 22, 2025
Re: Provincial Decision on Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE)

The following resolution was passed by Ajax Town Council at its meeting held on October
20, 2025:

Whereas, the Province of Ontario filed enabling regulations in December 2019,
to prescribe the locations, fines, and signage for municipalities to utilize
Automated Speed Enforcement Cameras (ASE) as a tool to address speeding
and improve public safety; and

Whereas, the Province’s ASE legislative framework, together with provincial
encouragement in 2019, has led municipalities such as Ajax to implement ASE
technology to improve safety, reduce speeding, and prevent serious collisions
and fatalities; and

Whereas, the Provincial government, through the Ministry of Transportation, is
responsible for the legislation, regulations and program standards governing
municipal ASE programs; and

Whereas, some cities have implemented ASE programs without appropriate
restraint, Ajax is part of the vast majority of municipalities who have implemented
best practices endorsed by the Ministry of Transportation and the Ontario Traffic
Council - including speed thresholds, advanced signage and public notification of
ASE camera locations - that prioritize public safety while also ensuring
transparency in the program, resulting in safer roads; and

Whereas, consistent with local, regional, national and international research, the
Town of Ajax’s ASE program has resulted in significant reductions in speed,
increased speed compliance in Community Safety and School Zones, and
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changes in driver behaviour as outlined in the October 23, 2023, Council report
titled “Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) Program Update”; and

Whereas, the Town of Ajax has not generated any net revenue from the
Automated Speed Enforcement program. However, the Town has made
considerable investments into resources and infrastructure to support this
program, and entered into service agreements that cannot easily be cancelled;
and

Whereas, despite clear evidence and proven results from municipalities like
Ajax, municipalities were caught off guard by the Premier’'s sudden
announcement to cancel ASE programs across the province, made without
adequate notice and consultation; and

Whereas, the Premier’s concerns regarding ASE can be addressed through
amendments to provincial legislation, regulations and program standards that
enable municipalities to utilize ASE within prescribed guidelines, without an
outright ban on the technology; and

Whereas, on September 10, 2025, Mayor Collier wrote a letter to Premier Doug
Ford calling on the continuation of ASE and offered to meet to highlight how
these programs can be implemented with appropriate restraint and serve as
valuable tools for improving safety that are supported by local residents.

Therefore, be it resolved:

1. That Ajax Council formally opposes the Province’s decision to abruptly cancel
ASE, a public safety tool enabled through provincial regulations in December
2019; and

2. That Ajax Council requests the Provincial government to amend their
legislation, regulations, and program standards governing ASE as follows:

a) Restrict the use of ASE to School locations

b) Use of ASE in areas that do not contain schools must be approved by the
Minister of Transportation, supported by data clearly Internal
demonstrating the need and a description of why alternative traffic calming
measures are not suitable for the location.

c) Develop a revised fee schedule for ASE tickets that reduces the cost for
lower speed infractions while maintaining higher penalties for excessive
speeding and stunt driving

d) Develop new signage to include language indicating that the location is
speed camera enforced



e) Develop more visible ASE sighage that includes the speed limit

f) That the Ministry of Transportation provide greater oversight and
enforcement of Municipal ASE programs through regular audits; and

3. That should the provincial government proceed with banning the use of ASE
despite Ajax and other municipalities immediate actions to address concerns
and requests to work collaboratively with the Province and other
municipalities to continue these programs, the Province be requested to
reimburse municipalities for all costs incurred to implement ASE program; and

4. That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario,
Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation, Rob Cerjanec, MPP for Ajax,
local MPPs across the Region of Durham, John Henry, Chair of the Regional
Municipality of Durham, the Regional Municipality of Durham, all Ontario
Municipalities, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Ontario
Association of Chiefs of Police (OACP), and the Ontario Traffic Council.

CARRIED

If you require further information please contact me at 365-885-6983 or
Thomas.street@ajax.ca

Sincerely,

=

Thomas Street
Manager of Legislative Services/Deputy Clerk

Copy: Regional Councillor S. Lee
Councillor R. Tyler Morin
Hon. Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation
Rob Cerjanec, Ajax MPP
Durham Region Local MPPs
Durham Regional Chair John Henry
The Regional Municipality of Durham
All Ontario Municipalities
Association of Municipalities of Ontario
Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police
Ontario Traffic Council
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Bluewater

October 16, 2025

Resolution Urging the Federal Government to Keep Climate Change
as a Foremost National Priority

WHEREAS, the impacts of climate change—such as rising temperatures, extreme weather
events, flooding, droughts, wildfires, and sea-level rise—are already affecting communities across
Canada;

WHEREAS, climate change poses a serious threat to public health, infrastructure, local
economies, biodiversity, and future generations;

WHEREAS, municipalities are on the front lines of climate change, often bearing the burden of
disaster response, infrastructure adaptation, and long-term community resilience;

WHEREAS, despite local action, meaningful progress on climate change requires bold and
coordinated leadership at the federal level, including policies, legislation, funding, and
international cooperation;

WHEREAS, Canada has made national and international climate commitments, including under
the Paris Agreement, and must continue to strengthen its role in mitigating greenhouse gas
emissions and supporting adaptation;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Municipality of Bluewater Council urges the
Government of Canada to:

1. Maintain climate change as a top national priority, reflected in legislation, national
planning, funding, and public policy;

2. Prioritize investments in the clean energy transition in the upcoming Federal budget;

3. Continue to support municipalities in their efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate
change, including through sustainable infrastructure funding, disaster preparedness
support, and clean energy investments since municipalities have the ability to influence
change in ~50% of emissions within Canada;

4. Accelerate the transition to a low-carbon economy, ensuring that it is just, inclusive, and
economically beneficial for all regions and communities;

5. Engage in transparent, science-based policymaking that reflects the urgency of the
climate crisis and the lived experiences of Canadians;

6. Collaborate with Indigenous communities and respect Indigenous knowledge and
leadership in addressing climate change including obtaining free, prior and informed
consent; and

7. Continue to report annually on national progress in reducing emissions and implementing
adaptation strategies.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Prime
Minister of Canada, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, local Members of
Parliament, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the Premier of Ontario, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario as well as local MPPs and all municipalities for
their consideration.

Sincerely,

@i\(@,@ o

Chandra Alexander
Manager of Corporate Services/Clerk

cc: The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Lisa Thompson, Huron-Bruce MPP
Ben Lobb, Huron-Bruce MP
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
Association of Municipalities of Ontario
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W% Telephone: 905-775-5366 ext. 1200
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A Growing Tradition

October 27, 2025

The Right Honourable Mark Carney P.C., O.C., M.P.
Office of the Prime Minister of Canada

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

The Honourable Doug Ford MPP
Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building

Queen’s Park

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Dear Prime Minister Carney and Premier Ford:

Re: Removing HST/GST from New Homes to Support Housing Affordability

At its meeting of October 21, 2025, the Council of the Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury adopted the
enclosed motion calling on the Governments of Canada and Ontario to remove the federal and provincial
portions of the HST from new homes purchased as primary residences.

This measure would extend the relief already provided for purpose-built rental housing to families seeking
to buy their first home. It represents a practical, immediate step toward improving affordability and
supporting new housing supply.

For an average new home in our community, the 13 percent HST adds tens of thousands of dollars to the
purchase price, a burden that directly undermines our shared goal of making homeownership affordable for
working families and seniors. Removing that tax would provide meaningful relief.

Bradford West Gwillimbury is one of Ontario’s fastest-growing municipalities, investing heavily in growth-
related infrastructure while working to keep housing within reach. We urge both levels of government to
work together on this change as part of a broader strategy to make homeownership attainable again for
young Canadians. Simply put, cutting taxes in this way will help make life more affordable.

We would welcome the opportunity to contribute to any federal—-provincial review of housing-related
taxation and policy tools that can help deliver more affordable homes.

Sincergly,

Mayor James Leduc Jonathan Scott

Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury Councillor, Ward 2

encl.

cc:

Hon. Francgois-Phillipe Champagne PC MP Hon. Gregor Robertson PC MP

Hon Peter Bethlenfavly MPP Hon. Rob Flack MPP

Hon. Caroline Mulroney MPP Scot Davidson MP

Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)

All Ontario Municipalities
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A Growing Tradition

October 27, 2025 VIA EMAIL

Re: Removing HST/GST from New Homes to Support Housing Affordability

At its Regular Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, October 21, 2025, the Town of
Bradford West Gwillimbury Council approved the following resolution:

Resolution 2025-343
Moved by: Councillor Scott
Seconded by: Councillor Duhaney

WHEREAS housing affordability is one of the most pressing issues facing Ontario families;

WHEREAS the federal government recently announced GST relief for first-time homebuyers
on new homes, and the Province of Ontario removed the provincial share of HST on new
purpose-built rental housing; and

WHEREAS the current HST rate on new homes in Ontario is 13%, which adds tens of
thousands of dollars to the cost of a typical home, e.g. about $117,000 on a $900,000 home
in Bradford before any existing rebates;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury
calls on the Government of Canada to remove the GST/HST from all new homes purchased
as primary residences, and to work in partnership with the Government of Ontario to ensure

full elimination of the provincial portion as well; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be circulated to the Prime Minister of
Canada, Minister of Finance and the Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities;
and to the Premier of Ontario, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the Ontario Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, our local MP and MPP, the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario, and to all municipalities in Ontario.

CARRIED

Please find enclosed a letter from Mayor James Leduc and Ward 2 Councillor Jonathan Scott.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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3. That this motion BE SENT to the Provincial and Federal Governments, FCM,
AMO and all municipalities in Ontario.

Yours truly,

it O~—

Ann-Marie Norio
Regional Clerk
ki
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	Recommendation:
	That the Correspondence Package No. I-25-NOV-19 be received as information and filed accordingly.
	General Information Items:
	1. Correspondence from the Government of Ontario
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	b) Ontario and Nova Scotia Working Together to Advance Small Modular Reactor Development
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	d) Ontario Investing More Than $43 million in After School Programs
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	g) Province Building Critical Infrastructure to Protect Ontario
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	a) Watch File – October 23rd, 2025
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	4. Algonquins of Pikwakanagan Newsletter
	a) October 24th, 2025 Newsletter
	b) October 31st, 2025 Newsletter
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