






234-2025-4857

On October 23, 2025, our government introduced the Fighting Delays, Building Faster 
Act, 2025 (Bill 60). Through this legislation and other changes, we are protecting 
Ontario’s economy and keeping workers on the job by cutting red tape, getting shovels 
in the ground faster and supporting the construction of homes, roads and infrastructure. 

The bill contains bold actions, creating the conditions for building housing and 
transportation infrastructure faster to support families, attract investments, create good 
jobs and keep Ontario competitive.  

You are invited to review the Environmental Registry of Ontario and Regulatory Registry 
of Ontario posting links provided with this letter and share any feedback you may have.  

If you have any questions, please reach out to my Director of Stakeholder and Caucus 
Relations, Tanner Zelenko, at Tanner.Zelenko@ontario.ca.   

In the face of economic uncertainty, we must protect Ontario. I look forward to continued 
collaboration with you, our municipal partners, to build the more prosperous, resilient 
and competitive economy that Ontario needs today, tomorrow, and in the decades to 
come. 

Sincerely, 

Hon. Robert J. Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

c. Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation
Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario
Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks & Acting
Minister of Infrastructure
Graydon Smith, Associate Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Robert Dodd, Chief of Staff, Minister’s Office
Matthew Rae, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Laura Smith, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Brian Saunderson, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
David McLean, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Caspar Hall, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Sean Fraser, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Municipal Chief Administrative Officers
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Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs 
and Housing 

Office of the Minister 

777 Bay Street, 17th Floor 
Toronto ON  M7A 2J3 
Tel.: 416 585-7000  

November 12, 2025 

Dear Head of Council, 

Ministère des 
Affaires municipales 
et du Logement   

Bureau du ministre 

777, rue Bay, 17e étage 
Toronto (Ontario)  M7A 2J3 
Tél. : 416 585-7000 

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-60
https://ero.ontario.ca/index.php/
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/home.jsp
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/home.jsp
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Development Charges Act – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
Schedule 3 of the Bill would make amendments to the Development Charges Act, 1997. 
 
Land Acquisition Costs 
 
A new subsection 7 (3.1) of the Development Charges Act, 1997 would require 
development charge-eligible land acquisition costs to be part of a class in a 
development charge by-law consisting only of those costs. Land acquisition costs would, 
pursuant to a new section 5.3, be exempted from the historic service level cap, and 
these costs, for certain services, would be limited to those that relate to the ten-year 
period after the background study.  
 
A new subsection 35 (1.1) of the Act would provide that money in an existing reserve 
fund established to pay for growth-related capital costs of eligible services can continue 
to be used for growth-related land acquisition costs of the applicable service, so long as 
those costs are not being paid from the reserve fund for the land acquisition class.  
 
Requiring Local Service Policies  
A new subsection 59 (2.2) of the Act would require municipalities that levy development  
charges to establish local service policies for each service to which the by-law relates 
and for which a part of the service would be provided as a local service.  
 
The local service policy must identify the works or classes of works that are intended to 
be for the provision of local services. It could also identify works or classes of works that 
are not intended to be for the provision of local services (e.g. works that would be 
funded through development charges) or works or classes of works that would only 
partially be intended to be for the provision of local services. 
 
A municipality could not require a work for the provision of local service to be paid for or 
constructed as a condition of land division if it is not identified as being intended to be so 
provided in the local service policy. This rule applies on the earlier of 18 months after 
Royal Assent or the day on which the local service policy is established. 
 
The municipality would need to send a copy of the local service policy to the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing on request, by the date specified in the request. 
 
If a local service policy has been established, it must be reviewed and a resolution 
passed by council at the same time as a development charge by-law is passed, 
indicating whether revisions would be needed. 
 
Requiring Treasurer’s Statements to be Submitted by a Specific Date 
Subsection 43 (1) of the Act is amended to require the municipal treasurer to give 
council a development charges financial statement (commonly referred to as the 
treasurer’s statement) on or before June 30 annually. Subsection 43 (3) of the Act is 
amended to require the treasurer to give a copy of the financial statement to the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing no later than July 15 of the year in which the statement 
is provided to council.  
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Requiring Municipal Documents to be Submitted to the Ministry on Request 
A new subsection 10 (5) of the Act would require municipal councils to give a copy of the 
development charge background study to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
on request, by the deadline specified in the request 
 
A new subsection 13 (5) of the Act, requires municipal councils to give a copy of the 
development charge by-law passed by the municipality to the Minister on request, by the 
deadline specified in the request.  
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Development 
Charges Act, 1997 through the Ontario Regulatory Registry (25-MMAH018) from 
October 23, 2025 to November 22, 2025. 
 
Municipal Act – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
Schedule 7 of the Bill propose changes to the Municipal Act, 2001, to transfer 
jurisdiction over water and wastewater (sewage) services from Peel Region to the 
lower-tier municipalities of Mississauga and Brampton, and Caledon, effective January 
1, 2029, or a different date as prescribed by the Minister. The proposed amendments 
prevent the transfer of jurisdiction over water and wastewater back from the lower-tier 
municipalities to Peel Region using existing authority to transfer services in the 
Municipal Act, 2001.  
     
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Municipal Act, 2001. 
through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice and the Ontario Regulatory 
Registry (025-1098) from October 23, 2025 to November 22, 2025. 
 
Planning Act – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
Schedule 10 of the Bill proposes the following amendments to the Planning Act that 
would help create the conditions necessary to support housing and community 
development.  If passed, the proposed changes would: 

• Provide authority for the Minister to make regulations that would remove the need 
for certain minor variances, 

• Allow certain official plan amendments modifying the authorized uses of land 
within a Protected Major Transit Station Areas (PMTSA) to be exempt from 
Minister’s approval,  

• Make provincial policy statements inapplicable with respect to all Minister’s 
decisions under the Planning Act outside the Greenbelt Area.  A transparent and 
accountable oversight framework would be developed to support implementation, 

• Enable all upper-tier municipalities to establish regional Community Improvement 
Plans (CIPs) without being prescribed, allow municipalities to fund the CIPs of 
their respective upper- or lower-tier municipalities, and, for upper-tier 
municipalities without planning responsibilities, to revive CIPs that were in effect 
on the day before the municipality lost its planning responsibilities, and 

• Enable Minister’s zoning orders (MZO) to be made by non-regulatory orders and 
require them to be published on a Government of Ontario website. 
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We are interested in receiving your comments on these proposed measures. Comments 
can be made through the Environmental Registry of Ontario and the Ontario Regulatory 
Registry from October 23, 2025, to November 22, 2025: 

• ERO 025-1097 Proposed Planning Act Changes (Schedule 10 of Bill 60 - Fighting 
Delays, Building Faster Act, 2025).  

 
We are also interested in receiving any comments you may have on associated 
consultation postings:  

• ERO 025-1099: Consultation on simplifying and standardizing official plans.   
• ERO 025-1100: Consultation to better understand the linkage between minimum 

lot sizes on urban residential lands and increased housing options and 
affordability. 

• ERO 025-1101: Consultation to understand current municipal practices with 
respect to green development standards at the lot level (outside of building) in 
order to assess whether future changes are needed to prohibit mandatory green 
development standards in order to improve consistency and clarity across 
Ontario. 

 
The Environmental Registry postings provide additional details regarding the proposed 
changes. 
 
City of Toronto Act, 2006 – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
The proposed change would, through a proclamation order, remove the City of 
Toronto’s authority, under the City of Toronto Act, 2006, to require green roofs or other 
alternative roof surfaces on buildings, effective November 3, 2025. 
 
Residential Tenancies Act – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing / Ministry 
of the Attorney General 
 
Schedule 12 of the Bill amends the Residential Tenancies Act, 2006 (RTA) to help 
address delays and support backlog reduction efforts at the Landlord and Tenant Board 
(LTB) and adjust the balance of landlord and tenant rights and responsibilities. If 
passed, the proposed changes would: 
 

• Remove the requirement for a landlord to provide compensation to a tenant when 
evicting for personal use of the rental unit, if the landlord gives at least 120 days’ 
notice of termination, instead of the required 60 days’ notice; 

• Shorten the notice period a landlord must provide to a fixed-term or month-to-
month tenant to evict them for rent arrears from 14 days to 7 days; 

• Remove a tenant’s ability to raise issues that could otherwise be the subject of a 
tenant application to the LTB as part of a rent arrears hearing, if the tenant has 
not paid at least half of the rent arrears claimed in the application filed by the 
landlord;  

• Remove a tenant’s ability to raise issues that could otherwise be the subject of a 
tenant application to the LTB on the day of a rent arrears hearing, if the tenant 
has not given prior notice in accordance with LTB timelines;  

• Specify a 15-day period for a landlord or tenant to request internal review of a 
final order or decision of the LTB; and 
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• Create new regulation-making authorities for the government to prescribe: 
o The form of a notice given by a landlord or tenant to terminate a tenancy.  
o Rules and guidelines for determining what qualifies as a “persistent” failure 

to pay rent / monthly housing charges, when they are due, by a tenant / 
member of non-profit housing co-operative.  

o Limitations on the LTB’s ability to postpone the enforcement of an eviction 
order and/or factors the LTB must consider before postponing 
enforcement.  

o Limitations, conditions, or tests related to a tenant / member of non-profit 
housing co-operative making a motion to set aside an eviction order that 
has been issued, without a hearing, when the tenant/member has given 
notice of termination to a landlord/co-op, or the parties have entered into 
an agreement to end a tenancy. 

o Limits or conditions on the power of the LTB to review its final decisions 
and orders.  

 
The proposed amendments would come into force on a day to be named by order of the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed change through the Ontario 
Regulatory Registry rom October 23, 2025, to November 22, 2025 at the links below: 

• RR 25-MMAH019: Seeking Feedback on Proposed Amendments to the Rules 
Related to Tenants Raising New Issues at a Landlord and Tenant Board (LTB) 
Rent Arrears Hearing 

• RR 25-MMAH024: Seeking Feedback on Proposed Amendments to Shorten the 
Rent Arrears Eviction Notice Period 

• RR 25-MMAH025: Seeking Feedback on Proposed Amendments to the 
Compensation Requirements for Landlord's Own Use Evictions 

• RR 25-MAG017: Seeking Feedback on Proposed Amendment to the Residential 
Tenancies Act, 2006 (RTA) to Shorten the Period of Time Available to Request a 
Review of an LTB order 
 

Water and Wastewater Public Corporations Act – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing 
 
Schedule 16 of the Bill proposes a new Act which sets out a framework for a new 
delivery model for water and wastewater services. The new framework will include 
legislative authority for the Minister to:    

• Designate corporations as water and wastewater public corporations by 
regulation.  

• Require prescribed municipalities to deliver water and wastewater exclusively 
through a water and wastewater public corporation beginning on a date as 
prescribed.    
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Under the new framework, the Minister will have regulation-making authority, including 
the ability to:  

o Prescribe duties and responsibilities for the water and wastewater public 
corporation.  

o Govern the transfer, issuance, redemption and purchase of shares and 
dividends of a water and wastewater public corporation. 

o Govern requirements related to the nomination, appointment, election, 
resignation or removal of members of the board of directors of the 
corporation.  

o Govern powers for the water and wastewater public corporation to impose 
and collect fees and charges. If required by LGIC regulation, the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing would have oversight powers over rate 
plans (and additional plans that may be prescribed in regulations).   

o Provide for additional transitional matters.   
  

Subject to future regulations setting out the share allocation, the first corporation would 
provide water and wastewater services in Peel Region and would be jointly owned by 
Mississauga, Brampton and Caledon. A corporation would be incorporated under the 
Ontario Business Corporations Act at the direction of the Minister that the Minister 
would designate as a water and wastewater public corporation.  
  
The council of a municipality prescribed by the regulations shall, by the date specified in 
the regulations, make by-laws transferring employees, assets, liabilities, rights and 
obligations of the municipality to a water and wastewater public corporation for the 
purpose of providing water and wastewater services. 
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Municipal Act, 2001. 
through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice and the Ontario Regulatory 
Registry (025-1098) from October 23, 2025 to November 22, 2025. 
 
 GO Transit Station Funding Act – Ministry of Infrastructure  
 
Schedule 4 of the Bill proposes changes the GO Transit Station Funding Act, 2023, to 
enable Municipalities the flexibility to specify payment of a transit station charge, in 
respect of any part of a development that consists of residential development, upon 
occupancy and require financial security to secure the payment of any transit station 
charge that is required to be paid upon occupancy of residential development. 
 
Additional amendments will provide for the determination of a transit station charge that 
is payable upon occupancy of residential development. 
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed change to the GO Transit Station 
Funding Act, 2023 through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice 025-
1182 from October 23, 2025 to November 22, 2025.  
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Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Corporation Act – Ministry of Infrastructure  
 
The proposed amendments to the Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Corporation Act, 
2002 would extend the mandate of Waterfront Toronto from 2028 to 2035, and allow for 
a further extension up to 2040. 
  
The amendments also include provisions relating to a strategic review of Waterfront 
Toronto in 2031-32 that may inform the extension, a provision requiring the provincial 
government to consult with the federal government and City of Toronto prior to winding-
up the corporation, and the repeal of provisions in the Act that are no longer applicable.   
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed change to the Toronto Waterfront 
Revitalization Corporation Act, 2002 through the Environmental Registry of Ontario 
(ERO) notice 025-1182 from October 23, 2025 to November 22, 2025. 
 
Transit-Oriented Communities Act – Ministry of Infrastructure  
 
Schedule 15 of the Bill proposes to amend the Transit-Oriented Communities Act, 2020, 
which may allow the Minister to establish a Transit-Oriented Communities Advisory 
Panel. The Minister may appoint up to four individuals to this Advisory Panel and 
appoint a Chair from among them. 
 
The Transit-Oriented Communities Advisory Panel would advise and make 
recommendations to the Minister, in respect of such matters as the Minister directs, 
related to infrastructure, transit-oriented community projects, land designated as transit-
oriented community land under the Act, and other related matters. 
 
The amendments will also enable the Minister to make an order requiring an owner of 
land designated as transit-oriented community land to enter into an agreement with a 
municipality addressing any matters that the Minister considers necessary for the 
appropriate development of the transit-oriented community land. 
 
Municipalities will also be required to designate a municipal officer or employee to give 
to the Minister such information as the Minister requests with respect to the 
implementation of transit-oriented community projects that are located within that 
municipality. 
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed change to the Transit-Oriented 
Communities Act, 2020 through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice 
025-1182 from October 23, 2025 to November 22, 2025. 
 
Construction Act - Ministry of the Attorney General  
 
Schedule 2 of the bill proposes the following amendments to the Construction Act that 
would, if passed,  refine the new annual release of holdback system that was enacted in 
2024 but that is not yet in force: 
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Section 30 is re-enacted in order to apply with respect to the abandonment or 
termination of a contract or subcontract, rather than to a circumstance in which a 
contractor or subcontractor defaults in the performance of a contract or subcontract. 
 
Not-yet-in-force amendments to section 31 that would have been made by section 27 of 
Schedule 4 to the Building Ontario For You Act (Budget Measures), 2024 – providing for 
annual lien expiry – are repealed. Section 31 is amended to retain the provisions of 
those amendments dealing with notice of termination and its effects. The not-yet-in-
force re-enacted version of section 26 (payment of basic holdback) is consequently 
amended to require the annual release of holdback without the expiry of liens. 
 
Section 87.4 is amended by adding a separate transition rule for alternative financing 
and procurement arrangements (otherwise known as “public-private partnerships”) and 
to adjust the transition rules respecting amendments made to section 31.  
 
Transitional regulation-making authority in section 88 is made more generally applicable 
and is transferred from the Lieutenant Governor in Council to the Minister.  
 
The amendments are to come into force at the same time as related amendments to the 
Act made by the Building Ontario For You Act (Budget Measures), 2024, except for the 
transitional regulation-making authority which comes into force on Royal Assent. 
 
Ontario Water Resources Act - Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks  
 
Schedule 8 of the bill proposes amendments to the Ontario Water Resources Act 
(OWRA) that would,  if enacted, would reduce the time and costs with providing on-site 
sewage treatment to on-farm worker housing by allowing larger systems (comprised of 
multiple systems with design capacities no greater than 10,000 L/d each and up to 
50,000 L/d total per lot or parcel of land) to be regulated under the Ontario’s Building 
Code and exempting these systems from existing Ontario Water Resources Act 
requirements for environmental compliance approvals. 
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed change to the Ontario Water 
Resources Act through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice ERO 025-
0900 from October 23, 2025 to November 22, 2025.  In parallel, the government is also 
consulting on a policy proposal on how the Ontario Building Code will continue to 
provide protection to human health, the environment, and neighbouring properties in 
relation to these on-farm systems.  You may provide comments on this supporting 
policy proposal to the Ontario Building Code through Environmental Registry of Ontario 
notice ERO 025-0899 from October 24, 2025 to December 7, 2025.  
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Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 – Ministry of Transportation  
 
Schedule 1 of the bill proposes amendments to the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 
(BTFA) that, if passed, would remove barriers and streamline processes that may 
otherwise result in delays to the timely completion of provincial transit projects by: 
 

• Reducing the notice period to property owners from 30 to 15 days for Metrolinx to 
conduct due diligence work (e.g., carrying out inspections, removing 
obstructions), extending access to municipal right-of-way and third-party lands to 
the operation and maintenance of projects, and expanding the application of 
Minister’s access orders to additional infrastructure (e.g., tunnels, life safety 
systems, buildings, bridges). Amendments will also create Minister’s regulation-
making authorities to name additional infrastructure and to delegate powers for 
access orders to Metrolinx or to an MTO official.  

 
You may provide your comments on the proposed change to the BTFA through the 
Environmental Registry of Ontario notice ERO 025-1035. 
 
Highway Traffic Act – Ministry of Transportation  
 
Schedule 5 of the bill amends the Highway Traffic Act (HTA) to require applicants for a 
Driver’s Licence, Photo Card and Registrant Identification Number demonstrate that the 
person is a resident of Ontario, that the person has legal status in Canada and, with 
respect to an application for a commercial class driver’s licence, that the person is 
lawfully able to work in Canada.  
 
The Schedule also makes amendments to Part II.1 of the HTA to address concerns 
about the impact of vehicle lane reductions on traffic flow, congestion, and 
transportation efficiency. Amendments to s.195.3 would prohibit all municipalities from 
reducing the number of motor vehicle lanes when installing new bicycle lanes. 
Regulation-making authority is also proposed that would allow the Minister to expand 
the prohibition to include other municipal activities or provide exemptions to the 
prohibition altogether.   
 
Finally, amendments to s. 195.9 would streamline the process for reimbursement 
regarding the existing bicycle lane provisions.  
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes through Environmental 
Registry of Ontario notice ERO 025-1071 and Regulatory Registry notice RR 25-
MTO019. 
 
Local Roads Boards Act – Ministry of Transportation  
 
Schedule 6 of the bill amends the Local Roads Boards Act to allow owners of certain 
tax-exempt lands to make voluntary payments to their local roads boards. If approved 
by the Minister, the voluntary payments would be eligible for matching provincial 
government funding. The Minister is provided regulation-making authority to prescribe 
lands for this purpose, as well as to establish an approvals process for such payments. 
Other related amendments are made regarding record-keeping. 
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Photo Card Act, 2008 – Ministry of Transportation 
 
Schedule 9 of the bill amends the Photo Card Act, 2008, to require that an applicant for 
a photo card establish that they are a resident of Ontario, and that they are in Canada 
lawfully. 
 
Public Transportation and Highway Improvement Act – Ministry of Transportation 
 
Schedule 11 of the bill adds a new section to the Public Transportation and Highway 
Improvement Act (PTHIA), stating that various things under the Act do not constitute an 
expropriation or injurious affection. 
 
This Schedule also repeals and replaces s. 117 of the Act. The Minister of 
Transportation has existing authority under this section to set mandatory standards for 
highways, including for municipal roads; however, there is no such regulation currently 
in place. Proposed amendments would support implementation of common road 
construction standards across the province by creating new regulation-making 
authorities to allow the province to prescribe requirements for road construction 
contracts, establish an exemption process, and set reporting requirements pertaining to 
road standards. Amendments also allow the Minister to require input from stakeholders 
regarding standards upon request.  
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed change to the PTHIA related to road 
construction standards through the Environmental Registry of Ontario notice ERO 025-
1140. 
 
Towing and Storage Safety and Enforcement Act, 2021 – Ministry of 
Transportation 
 
Schedule 14 of the bill amends the Towing and Storage Safety and Enforcement Act, 
2021, such that tow operators and vehicle storage operators are not required to submit 
their rates to the ministry for a service where a maximum amount for that service has 
been set by regulation.  
 
You may provide your comments on the proposed changes through Regulatory Registry 
notice RR 25-MTO017. 
 
 
 

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/025-1140
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NEWS RELEASE

A Plan to Protect Ontario

Ontario’s 2025 Fall Economic Statement delivering on the province’s plan to build a more
competitive, resilient and self-reliant economy

November 06, 2025

Finance

TORONTO — Today, Minister of Finance Peter Bethlenfalvy released the 2025

Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review: A Plan to Protect Ontario, which supports

the government’s plan to protect Ontario by building a more competitive, resilient

and self-reliant economy by cutting red tape, investing in infrastructure, supporting

workers, improving services and making life more affordable.

“With tariffs taking direct aim at Ontario workers and communities, it has never

been more important for the government to deliver on its plan to protect Ontario.

We continue to make historic investments in highways, transit, health care and all

the other services our communities rely on, so we can build for our growing

province. We are doing this all while keeping costs down for families and helping to

unleash Ontario’s full economic potential,” said Minister Bethlenfalvy. “We are able

to take unprecedented steps to protect Ontario thanks to our commitment to fiscal

prudence, which has put Ontario’s finances in the strongest position they have

been in over a decade.”

Highlights of the 2025 Fall Economic Statement include:

Rebating the full provincial portion of the HST for first-time home buyers of

most new homes. Subject to passage of federal legislation, Ontario’s new rebate

would eliminate the full 8 per cent provincial portion of the HST for first-time

home buyers on qualifying new homes valued up to $1 million, saving home

buyers up to $80,000 off the cost of a new home when combined with existing

provincial relief.

Delivering on its plan to protect Ontario workers, businesses and communities

from the impacts of U.S. tariffs, through the development of Ontario’s Tax

Action Plan. This work will focus on updating Ontario’s personal and corporate

income taxes to encourage and attract more business investment, help improve

Ontario’s competitiveness in the G7 and lower costs or provide relief for

https://news.ontario.ca/mof/en
https://budget.ontario.ca/2025/fallstatement/index.html
https://budget.ontario.ca/2025/fallstatement/index.html
https://budget.ontario.ca/2025/fallstatement/index.html
https://budget.ontario.ca/2025/fallstatement/index.html
https://budget.ontario.ca/2025/fallstatement/index.html


individuals and families in the years and decades to come. An update on the

Tax Action Plan will be provided in the 2026 Ontario Budget.

Investing an additional $100 million in the Ontario Together Trade Fund (OTTF)

to further help small and medium-sized enterprises diversify into new markets

and strengthen trade resiliency. This brings total program funding to $150

million over three years, starting in 2025–26. The increased support will enable

businesses affected by U.S. tariffs to pivot production, forge new sales

partnerships and expand interprovincial trade.

Helping Ontario manufacturers and processors lower their costs, innovate, and

become more competitive by introducing legislation to enhance and expand the

Ontario Made Manufacturing Investment Tax Credit (OMMITC). This includes

proposing to temporarily enhance the tax credit rate from 10 per cent to 15 per

cent and expand access to the tax credit as a 15 per cent non-refundable

version to corporations that are not Canadian-controlled private corporations

(CCPCs). In addition, the government is now proposing to amend the OMMITC

eligibility criteria for investments in machinery and equipment to provide

greater flexibility for businesses.

Investing $1.1 billion over three years to extend home care services and the

Hospital to Home (H2H) program. The government’s investment includes $982

million to strengthen critical home care services and more than $170 million to

enhance and expand the H2H program. These investments will ease pressures

on the health care system and hospitals, helping ensure people receive the

right care in the right place.

Supporting sectors affected by U.S. tariffs through the $5 billion Protecting

Ontario Account. In August, the government launched the initial $1 billion of the

Protect Ontario Financing Program (POFP), which is already supporting Ontario-

based businesses directly impacted by higher tariff rates in the steel, aluminum,

copper and auto sectors by helping them keep their doors open and keep

workers on the job. The government is now developing the second and third

streams, to be supported by the remaining $4 billion. These streams will fortify

Ontario’s economic resilience, fuel innovation, and fast-track high-growth firms

to sharpen Ontario’s global edge.

Continuing to invest in the province’s most ambitious capital plan, with planned

investments totalling more than $201 billion over 10 years, including over $33

billion in 2025–26. This plan will help keep workers on the job in the face of

economic uncertainty caused by tariffs.



Quick Facts

Ontario’s real GDP is projected to rise 0.8 per cent in 2025 and 0.9 per cent in

2026, in line with the 2025 Budget outlook.

Ontario’s 2025–26 deficit is projected to be $13.5 billion — an improvement of

$1.1 billion from the outlook published in the 2025 Budget. Over the medium

term, the government is forecasting a deficit of $7.8 billion in 2026–27 and a

surplus of $0.2 billion in 2027–28.

The government’s approach maintains a path to balance the budget by 2027–28

as part of its fiscal plan. Ontario is prepared to do whatever it takes to provide

critical financial supports to protect Ontario workers and jobs.

The provincial net debt-to-GDP ratio in 2025–26 is now projected to be 37.7 per

cent, 0.2 percentage points lower than forecast in the 2025 Budget. Over the

medium-term outlook, the net debt-to-GDP ratio is projected to remain

modestly lower than the forecasts in the 2025 Budget and continues to remain

below target levels.

In the recently released Public Accounts of Ontario 2024–2025, Ontario reported

a $1.1 billion deficit in 2024–25, compared to a forecasted deficit of $9.8 billion

in the 2024 Budget. The government remains focused on reducing the debt

burden and bringing Ontario’s finances back to balance.

In the near future, the government will launch consultations to help inform the

next phase of the plan to protect Ontario as part of the 2026 Ontario Budget and

hear from the people of Ontario and their ideas on protecting Ontario’s

economy and workers, creating more jobs, keeping taxes low and costs down,

delivering better services and getting critical infrastructure projects built.

Additional Resources

Read the 2025 Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review: A Plan to Protect

Ontario

Read the highlights of A Plan to Protect Ontario

Read the Backgrounder: Economic and Fiscal Overview

Read the 2025 Budget: A Plan to Protect Ontario
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Helping Veterans Find Rewarding Careers Faster

Investment will help veterans turn military experience into college and university credits

November 07, 2025

Colleges, Universities, Research Excellence and Security

LONDON— The Ontario government is investing $575,000 to help Canadian Armed

Forces members turn the skills they developed during their service into the

postsecondary credits they need to land in-demand jobs. This investment will make

it easier and faster for veterans and other military-connected learners to transition

to civilian life, while building on the province’s historic measures and investments

to build a strong, resilient workforce that can support the most competitive

economy in the G7.

“Our government will always stand up for those who have put their lives on the line

to protect Ontario,” said Nolan Quinn, Minister of Colleges, Universities, Research

Excellence and Security. “By recognizing the valuable skills veterans have gained

through their service, we’re helping them enter rewarding and in-demand careers

faster while strengthening Ontario’s highly skilled workforce.”

Through this investment, the Ontario Council on Articulation and Transfer (ONCAT)

has launched Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) projects at six

publicly funded colleges and universities across Ontario, including: Fanshawe

College, Georgian College, Canadore College, Lakehead University, the University of

Waterloo and the University of Windsor.

These projects include:

Recognizing the skills and experiences gained from the Canadian Armed Forces

as credits toward a university-level Bachelor of Engineering.

Developing Al-powered tools to automate and speed up prior learning

assessment and recognition processes for military-connected learners.

Creating a new platform to help postsecondary administrators identify course

equivalencies based on military records.

Creating a course credit bank that allows veterans to quickly identify options for

accessing postsecondary programs.

https://news.ontario.ca/mcures/en
https://www.ontario.ca/page/prior-learning-assessment-and-recognition-guide-colleges-applied-arts-and-technology


Standardizing the prior learning assessment and recognition of military training

and experience.

“As we commemorate Veterans’ Week, our government is undertaking meaningful

action to help support our veterans as they transition to civilian life,” said Graham

McGregor, Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism. “This investment will

ensure the skills obtained from those who have served are recognized by

postsecondary institutions and used to fuel their future careers.”

The Canadian Military, Veteran and Family Connected Campus Consortium is also

receiving funding to identify and develop best practices for the recognition of

Canadian Armed Forces training within the Ontario postsecondary system.

“Military-connected learners enrich classrooms and campuses with their insightful

perspectives, diverse experiences and tremendous work ethic,” said Dr. Adrienne

Galway, President and CEO, Ontario Council on Articulation and Transfer (ONCAT).

“ONCAT is honoured to steward new postsecondary initiatives that recognize the

transferability of military training and empower learners to pursue their next

education and employment goals.”

“As a Military-Connected College, we support Canada’s military members and

veterans because it’s a great opportunity to tap into their skills and knowledge

while helping them progress in their military careers or make the transition to

civilian life,” says Fanshawe President Peter Devlin. “The PLAR is an important tool

to assess veterans’ military experiences, ensuring their transition to a civilian career

is smooth and to provide credit or advanced standing for their previous learning.”

This Veterans Week, Ontario is proud to honour veterans and their families by

helping them find rewarding careers that reflect their skills and dedication.

Recognizing military experience as part of Ontario’s postsecondary system

supports the province’s broader strategy to address the need for skilled trades

workers for in-demand jobs and deliver on its more than $201 billion plan to build

more hospitals, schools, highways and other important infrastructure.

Quick Facts

There are over 149,000 Canadian Armed forces veterans residing in Ontario.

Each year, about 8,000 to 9,000 Canadian Armed Forces members are released

from military service.

The Ontario Council on Articulation and Transfer (ONCAT) puts learners first by

making it easier to navigate Ontario’s postsecondary system. ONCAT advances

learner mobility and recognition of prior learning through pathway



development, funding and research. Funded by the Government of Ontario,

ONCAT is helping build a more seamless, student-focused postsecondary

system. Learn more at oncat.ca.

The new Ontario Veterans Award for Community Service Excellence (OVACSE)

launched earlier this year to recognize veterans who have made significant

contributions to their communities through exceptional community service.

Quotes

"Ontario’s universities are proud to support veterans and military-connected

learners as they transition to new careers and opportunities through higher

education. By recognizing the skills and experience gained through military

service, this initiative will help open new academic and career pathways to

postsecondary."

- Steve Orsini

President and CEO, Council of Ontario Universities

"This investment in ONCAT’s Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition

projects for veterans and other military-connected learners marks an

important milestone for military-connected campuses. It builds on the long-

standing partnerships between colleges and the Canadian Armed Forces to

support military members through career development and occupational

training."

- Maureen Adamson

President and CEO of Colleges Ontario

"Georgian is honoured to be part of this important initiative supporting

Canada’s veterans and military-connected learners. We deeply value – and are

known for – experiential learning, so it’s especially meaningful to help turn

military service into academic credit. This investment recognizes the incredible

experience and leadership these individuals bring to our classrooms and

communities, while helping them build rewarding careers that strengthen

Ontario’s workforce and economy."

- Kevin Weaver

President of Georgian College

https://oncat.ca/home
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005934/ontario-launches-award-to-honour-exceptional-veterans


"Canadore College is honoured to collaborate with members of the Canadian

Armed Forces to ensure they are well prepared for meaningful civilian careers

following their military service. The professionalism and dedication

demonstrated by the personnel of 22 Wing, Canadian Forces Base North Bay,

exemplify the highest standards of service that will transfer to civilian careers.

Canadore College is proud to support CAF members by recognizing their

valuable skills and fostering successful career outcomes to contribute to the

continued strength and resilience of Ontario’s economy."

- George Burton

Canadore College President and CEO

"Lakehead University is proud to be part of this important initiative to

recognize the knowledge and expertise of those who have served our country.

We are grateful to the Ontario government for its leadership in honouring

veterans by supporting pathways that value military experience as academic

achievement. Together, we’re helping veterans transition successfully into

civilian life while strengthening Ontario’s skilled workforce."

- Dr. Gillian Siddall

President and Vice Chancellor, Lakehead University

"This project will allow Waterloo’s Faculty of Engineering to develop pathways

for Veterans, Reservists and other Military-Connected Learners to achieve their

goals of becoming engineers through the recognition of their experience,

technical and leadership training, the construction of academic bridging

programs to prepare them for success in first year, and the development of

supports structures for success throughout the program. Military-Connected

Learners will enhance our engineering community. We look forward to helping

them thrive at the University of Waterloo."

- Vivek Goel

President and Vice-Chancellor, University of Waterloo



"The University of Windsor is proud to be part of this important initiative that

honours the experience and expertise of those who have served our country,”

said Dr. J.J. McMurtry, University of Windsor President and Vice-Chancellor.

"Building on UWindsor’s recent commitment to support military-connected

students and their families, Ontario's investment will help ensure that the skills

and leadership gained through military service are fully recognized on our

campus and beyond."

- Dr. J.J McMurtry

President of the University of Windsor

"As a national consortium focused on the supportive role postsecondary

institutions play in Canada's defence modernization, the CMVF3C is proud to

support Ontario's focus on military education and training recognition. We are

excited to see so many of our partnering institutions growing in this critical

space, signaling the importance of our strategic collaboration in the post-

secondary sector. Military PLAR pathways will offer opportunities to amplify

the highly skilled nature of Canadian Armed Forces training, benefiting those

who serve, have served, and Canada coast to coast to coast."

- Donald Moore

Military Education & Training Recognition WG Chair, Canadian Veteran and

Family Connected Campus Consortium

"The Coding for Veterans program at the University of Ottawa welcomes the

Ontario Government’s funding announcement to support military veterans

transitioning from deployment to employment. Recognizing and translating the

skills gained through military service into post-secondary credits will

streamline career pathways and open new opportunities for veterans entering

the civilian workforce."

- Jeff Musson

Coding 4 Veterans

Additional Resources

Ontario Helping Veterans Start New Careers in the Skilled Trades

Supports and resources for veterans in Ontario

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005290/ontario-helping-veterans-start-new-careers-in-the-skilled-trades
https://www.ontario.ca/page/veterans
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Launches Pothole Prevention and Repair Program

Funding will support critical road maintenance in smaller communities

November 10, 2025

Transportation

SHANNONVILLE — The Ontario government is investing $10 million to make roads

safer by preventing accidents and damage that can occur from potholes. Under the

new Pothole Prevention and Repair Program, municipalities with populations of up

to 10,000 people can apply for funding to support critical road maintenance and

pothole repair. The program is part of the government’s work to protect Ontario by

making record investments in infrastructure that will keep communities safe, keep

workers on the job and support economic growth.

“This funding will help small municipalities repair potholes before they cause costly

vehicle damage, helping families to travel safely and businesses to keep goods

moving,” said Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation. “In addition to this

important program, our government is investing nearly $30 billion to build, repair

and expand highways, roads and bridges across Ontario, connecting more

communities to jobs, housing and economic opportunities.”

The Pothole Prevention and Repair Program is designed to support smaller

communities that do not have the same capacity or funding base as larger

municipalities. Eligible municipalities can receive up to $38,000 for projects.

“This new program is a win for smaller municipalities across Ontario,” said Ric

Bresee, MPP for Hastings—Lennox and Addington. “By investing in local

transportation infrastructure, we’re helping communities protect and extend the

life of their roads while keeping drivers safe and supporting economic growth.

When we give municipalities the tools they need, we build a stronger Ontario for

everyone.”

Applications for the Pothole Prevention and Repair Program are now open. Eligible

municipalities can apply until December 12, 2025.

https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en
https://www.tpon.gov.on.ca/tpon/psLogin


Quick Facts

The Reducing Gridlock, Saving You Time Act, 2024, included a commitment by the

Ontario government to consult with municipalities on the development of the

Pothole Prevention and Repair program.

Based on Statistics Canada census data, 263 of Ontario’s 444 municipalities –

almost 60 per cent – are eligible for the Pothole Prevention and Repair program.

Ontario is investing nearly $30 billion in highways, roads and bridges over the

next 10 years.

Quotes

"The Ontario Pothole Prevention and Repair Program will be valued by rural

municipalities throughout the province because maintenance of country roads

is a priority as we work together to ensure safe and strong communities."

- Lisa Thompson

Minister of Rural Affairs

"Clearway Construction strongly supports the Ontario government’s new

Pothole Prevention and Repair Program. By helping municipalities take a

proactive approach to road maintenance, the program will reduce repair costs,

prevent vehicle damage, and improve safety for all drivers. We’re proud to

support efforts that strengthen Ontario’s infrastructure and keep our province

moving forward."

- Anthony Di Battista

President, Clearway Construction

"The Pothole Prevention and Repair Program is great news for Northwestern

Ontario’s smaller and rural municipalities. This investment will help local

governments tackle long-standing maintenance needs, protect critical

transportation corridors, and improve safety for families and workers who rely

on these roads every day. We commend the province for recognizing the

unique infrastructure realities of the Northwest and for continuing to invest in

programs that strengthen our communities and keep the region moving."

- Rick Dumas

President, Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA)



"This new Pothole Prevention and Repair Program is welcome news for

Northern Ontario communities. With 105 of our member municipalities

eligible, this investment will help maintain safer roads, support local

economies, and reduce the financial strain of emergency repairs. FONOM

appreciates the province’s continued attention to the unique infrastructure

needs of small and rural municipalities."

- Dave Plourde

President, Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM)

"As a proud partner of the Ontario government, the Eastern Ontario Wardens’

Caucus — representing 103 municipalities — commends the Ontario

government for its investment in municipal roads. Programs like the Pothole

Prevention and Repair Program are vital for protecting municipal assets and

ensuring municipal roads continue to serve communities across eastern

Ontario."

- Bonnie Clark

Chair, Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus (EOWC)

"CAA South Central Ontario commends the Government of Ontario for its

commitment to improving road safety and maintenance through the new

Pothole Prevention and Repair Program. This investment will provide

important support to smaller municipalities in addressing local infrastructure

needs and enhancing the overall driving experience for Ontarians."

- Lauren Fisher

Manager, Government and Stakeholder Relations, CAA South Central

Ontario
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Breaks Ground on Canada’s Largest Battery
Storage Project

Skyview 2 storage facility will have enough capacity to power nearly 400,000 homes

November 12, 2025

Office of the Premier

Energy and Mines

EDWARDSBURGH CARDINAL — Construction is now underway on the single largest

battery storage facility ever procured in Canadian history, supporting the Ontario

government’s plan to deliver reliable, affordable and clean energy to power the

province’s growing economy and communities. Once complete, the new Skyview 2

Battery Energy Storage System will provide enough capacity to power nearly

400,000 homes, strengthening the province’s electricity grid and protecting Ontario

workers and jobs by supporting a more competitive, resilient and self-reliant

provincial economy.

“As part of our plan to protect Ontario, we’re making record investments in energy

generation, transmission and storage to make our province an energy

superpower,” said Premier Doug Ford. “Skyview 2 is an important part of that plan

and will be a game-changer for Leeds and Grenville’s economy, as well as our First

Nations partners. It will help to deliver the reliable, clean and affordable energy

needed to power our growing communities and economy for generations to come.”

With electricity demand in Ontario forecasted to increase significantly by 2050,

Skyview 2 marks an important milestone in Ontario’s clean energy transition and

will play a vital role in supporting the province’s clean electricity grid. Once

operational in 2027, the facility will store electricity from Ontario’s clean electricity

grid during periods of low demand and return that stored power to the system

when demand is higher, while creating up to 300 jobs during construction and

additional operational positions following completion.

"Ontario is building big and for future generations as we lead the largest nuclear

and energy storage expansion in Canadian history,” said Stephen Lecce, Minister of

Energy and Mines. “With shovels in the ground on Canada's largest battery storage

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en
https://news.ontario.ca/mem/en


facility, our government is proud to support Canadian workers, Indigenous

communities and affordability for all Ontarians."

The Skyview 2 project is a lithium-ion battery energy storage facility procured

through the Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Long-Term 1 Request

for Proposals (LT1 RFP). Developed in partnership between Potentia Renewables

Inc. and the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation, the facility builds on other

projects such as the Oneida Energy Storage facility, to bring Ontario’s total energy

storage capacity to nearly 3,000 megawatts (MW) and collectively create up to 3,000

jobs across the province.

“On behalf of the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation, I want to thank our

partners at Potentia, our project team and all those who have supported this

important work”, said Chief Greg Sarazin of the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First

Nation. “Together, we are showing that when First Nations are included as full

participants in Canada’s energy landscape, everyone benefits. Chì Mìgwech. Thank

you.”

Building the largest battery storage fleet in the country is a key pillar of Energy for

Generations, Ontario’s long-term roadmap to deliver reliable, affordable and secure

energy to power the most competitive economy in the G7. The plan also

underscores the province’s commitment to ensuring Indigenous partners share in

the economic growth and prosperity generated by energy development in their

territories as Ontario expands its electricity system. With a clear path forward,

Energy for Generations is not only meeting the demands of today, but it is protecting

jobs, supporting workers and powering economic growth for generations to come,

while supporting economic reconciliation for generations to come.

Quick Facts

Energy storage will allow the storage of baseload generation like nuclear and

hydro while also supporting the integration of intermittent resources like wind

and solar.

Through the Expedited Long-Term Request for Proposals (E-LT1 RFP) and LT1

RFP procurements, Ontario has secured almost 3,000 MW of battery storage

capacity, the largest single battery storage procurement in Canadian history.

Nine out of 10 of the selected storage projects under the LT1 RFP have

Indigenous ownership, representing more than 1,400 MW of capacity.

The Ontario government has also launched the Second Long-Term Request for

Proposals (LT2 RFP), the largest competitive energy procurement in the

province’s history.

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1004567/ontario-completes-largest-battery-storage-procurement-in-canada-to-meet-growing-electricity-demand
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1004567/ontario-completes-largest-battery-storage-procurement-in-canada-to-meet-growing-electricity-demand
https://www.potentiarenewables.com/
https://www.potentiarenewables.com/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1002714/governments-of-canada-and-ontario-working-together-to-build-largest-electricity-battery-storage-project-in-canada
https://www.ontario.ca/page/energy-generations
https://www.ontario.ca/page/energy-generations
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005479/ontario-expands-largest-competitive-energy-procurement-in-provinces-history
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005479/ontario-expands-largest-competitive-energy-procurement-in-provinces-history


The government’s series of competitive procurements are designed to attract a

diverse mix of technologies through open, transparent processes that will

secure the electricity Ontario needs to support the building of new homes,

businesses and communities.

Quotes

"I’m proud that we’re breaking ground on Canada’s largest battery storage

facility right here in Leeds—Grenville—Thousand Islands and Rideau Lakes.

The Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal has demonstrated real leadership on

this project, which brings together the private sector, municipalities, First

Nations and our government. Today marks a significant milestone in building a

cleaner, more reliable energy future that will power economic growth in

Eastern Ontario and across the province."

- Steve Clark

MPP for Leeds—Grenville—Thousand Islands and Rideau Lakes

"Edwardsburgh Cardinal is ready to lead. The groundbreaking of the Skyview 2

Battery Energy Storage System project marks a historic moment for our

township and for Ontario’s energy future. As the largest battery energy storage

initiative in Canada, this project reflects our council’s bold leadership, our

proven ability to deliver and our commitment to supporting the infrastructure

this province needs. We are a thankful and willing host because we know

projects like this strengthen and protect Ontario jobs and contribute to

Canada’s economic resilience. I’m proud of our council for stepping up and

saying yes to opportunity. With available land, a clear vision and the will to

support critical infrastructure, Edwardsburgh Cardinal is doing its part and

positioning itself as a driving force in the growth and resilience of the St.

Lawrence region."

- Tory Deschamps

Mayor of the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal



"The Skyview 2 Battery Energy Storage System reflects what’s possible when

partnership and collaboration come first. Working alongside the Algonquins of

Pikwakanagan First Nation, the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal and the

IESO, we’re not only building Canada’s largest battery energy system, we’re

building relationships that will deliver lasting benefits to all stakeholders."

- Ben Greenhouse

CEO, Potentia Renewables

"Ontario’s electricity system plays a critical role supporting the province’s

economic growth, and the construction of Canada’s largest battery storage

project will help attract investment by keeping our grid reliable and affordable.

The Skyview 2 project is a testament to the great things we can accomplish

when Indigenous communities, municipalities, private industry and

government work in partnership to shape our shared energy future."

- Lesley Gallinger

President and CEO, Independent Electricity System Operator

"Skyview 2 is a landmark achievement and a powerful demonstration of how

Ontario is leading the country on energy storage procurement. This project

strengthens reliability and positions the province to compete for the next

generation of investment. Energy Storage Canada recently released a Canadian

Market Outlook for storage which shows that Canada will require more than 30

gigawatts of energy storage by 2050 to meet growing electricity demand and

achieve a net-zero grid. Ontario’s proactive investment through projects like

Skyview 2 and its record-setting storage focused procurements sets the pace

for the rest of the country and proves the province is ready to build the

reliable, clean and competitive power system that industries and communities

need."

- Justin W. Rangooni

President & CEO, Energy Storage Canada



"The start of construction on the Skyview 2 Battery Energy Storage System is a

monumental achievement and a major milestone in Ontario’s clean energy

transition. As the largest facility of its kind in Canadian history, this project is

essential to meeting Ontario’s growing electricity demand and delivers on the

province’s long-term plan for a secure and affordable grid. We applaud the

partnership between Potentia Renewables and the Algonquins of

Pikwakanagan First Nation, which serves as a powerful model of economic

reconciliation for critical infrastructure. By enhancing the reliability and

flexibility of our system, this Indigenous-led initiative is cementing Ontario’s

position as a global leader and the most competitive jurisdiction for energy

investment in the G7."

- Vince Brescia

President & CEO, Ontario Energy Association

"We welcome today’s announcement, which will strengthen Ontario’s grid,

boost economic prospects and help advance economic reconciliation by

ensuring Indigenous communities share in the benefits of clean growth.

Energy storage is critical infrastructure. Clean, reliable, affordable power is a

competitive advantage and a key reason investors choose Ontario as a place to

build. As energy demand surges with economic and population growth,

storage helps keep costs down, improves reliability and supports more clean

generation. This is how we create jobs and grow Ontario’s economy — by

building the clean electricity grid business can count on."

- Merran Smith

President, New Economy Canada



"Battery energy storage is essential infrastructure for Canada's clean energy

future, enabling us to maximize the value of power generation while

maintaining grid reliability as electricity demand increases. The Skyview 2

project embodies meaningful Indigenous partnership and innovative

technology working together to deliver the affordable, reliable power that

Ontario needs to meet the demands of its growing economy. We’re so pleased

to see CanREA Industry Leader member Potentia and its partners at the

Algonquin of Pikwakanagan First Nation leading this charge. With the Ontario

government’s support of predictable procurements for capacity and energy, we

can expect more projects like this to bring value to Ontarians."

- Vittoria Bellissimo

President and CEO, Canadian Renewable Energy Association (CanREA)

"Energy storage strengthens Ontario’s grid by aligning production with

consumption and reducing waste. It’s exactly the kind of smart infrastructure

investment Ontario Chamber members support. By building a more flexible,

efficient system, Ontario is advancing the competitiveness and reliability our

growing economy demands."

- Daniel Tisch

President and CEO, Ontario Chamber of Commerce

Additional Resources

Learn about Energy for Generations, Ontario’s integrated plan to power the

strongest economy in the G7
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Investing $180 Million to Boost Nursing in Long-
Term Care

New incentives will bring 4,000 new nurses to long-term care and help 4,000 current
nurses advance their careers

November 12, 2025

Long-Term Care

TORONTO — The Ontario government is delivering on its plan to protect the

province’s long-term care system by investing more than $180 million to launch

new programs that will attract and retain close to 8,000 highly-skilled nurses,

enhancing the care residents receive.

“Our government is improving long-term care by training, hiring and retaining

thousands of health-care workers,” said Natalia Kusendova-Bashta, Minister of

Long-Term Care. “As a registered nurse, I know how important bringing more

nurses into Ontario’s long-term care homes is to helping ensure residents receive

the quality of care and quality of life they need and deserve.”

In August, the Ontario government announced $56.8 million to expand the number

of nursing training and education seats at publicly assisted colleges and

universities across the province, with the goal of training 2,200 additional nurses

into the health-care system. Building on this work, Ontario is now launching a new

suite of initiatives to bring more nurses to long-term care:

Nursing Partnership for Learning, Employment, Development, Growth, and

Experience (Nursing PLEDGE) – Ontario will invest $110 million over three

years to help homes establish nursing mentorship programs that will help

people build careers and skills, supporting close to 4,000 mentors and their

mentees by 2027-28.

Jumpstart Opportunities in Nursing in Long-Term Care (JOIN LTC) – Ontario

will invest $70 million over three years in JOIN LTC, which allows eligible nurses

who commit to working in long-term care for two years to receive an incentive

of $25,000, with an additional $10,000 available for those who commit to a

rural, remote or northern home, plus $10,000 more to help with relocation

https://news.ontario.ca/mltc/en
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1006278/ontario-investing-568-million-to-expand-nursing-enrollment


costs. This program aims to bring 4,000 new nurses to long-term care by 2027-

28.

Externship pilot program – Ontario is investing $665,000 in 2026-27 in a pilot

that will enable up to 40 nursing students to work at long-term care homes and

gain valuable experience as they work towards graduation.

Building a strong, resilient long-term care workforce is one more way the

government is ensuring Ontarians get the quality of care and quality of life they

need and deserve. The plan to improve long-term care is built on four pillars:

staffing and care; quality and enforcement; building modern, safe, and comfortable

homes; and connecting seniors with faster, more convenient access to the services

they need.

Quick Facts

Seniors — people age 65 and older — make up the fastest growing age group in

the province.

In the first quarter of the government’s 2025-26 fiscal year, residents received

an average of 4 hours and 5 minutes of PSW and nursing care every day.

As part of its plan to fix long-term care and address waitlists, the government is

building 58,000 new and upgraded long-term care beds across the province.

Ontario is offering incentives of up to $35,400 to PSW students and eligible

PSWs to launch careers in long-term care homes and in the home and

community care sector.

Quotes

"Under the leadership of Premier Ford, our government is continuing to

protect Ontario’s health-care system — and that includes protecting long-term

care. Through this over $180 million investment, our government is launching

new programs to attract and retain highly skilled nurses, ensuring Ontario’s

seniors can receive the high-quality care they need and deserve, no matter

where they live."

- Sylvia Jones

Deputy Premier and Minister of Health

https://www.ontario.ca/page/become-personal-support-worker


"WeRPN is pleased with the Ontario government's comprehensive approach to

supporting nurses in long-term care settings — the majority of which are RPNs.

This critical funding will not only attract more nurses to the sector but also

ensure they are well-supported and encouraged to build lasting careers,

translating to better, more consistent care for long-term care patients."

- Dianne Martin, RPN

CEO, Registered Practical Nurses Association of Ontario (WeRPN)

"This investment represents a significant step forward in strengthening long-

term care (LTC) across Ontario. By supporting both new and experienced RPNs,

RNs, and NPs, we are advancing the compassionate, high-quality care that

residents need and deserve. Nurses play an essential role in enhancing the

lives of seniors, and these programs will help build a more stable, expert, and

dedicated workforce — one that honours both residents and the nurses who

care for them in Ontario’s LTC homes."

- Dr. Doris Grinspun, RN, BScN, MSN, PhD, LLD(hon), Dr(hc), DHC, DHC,

FAAN, FCAN, O.ONT.

CEO, Registered Nurses Association of Ontario (RNAO)

"NPAO welcomes the initiatives and investments introduced today by the

provincial government. As healthcare leaders, Nurse Practitioners (NPs) play a

key role in providing compassionate, holistic and high-quality care for those

living in long-term care (LTC). Supporting the recruitment and retention of NPs

in LTC settings is critical to supporting the health, well-being and quality of life

of Ontario’s seniors. We look forward to continuing to work with the provincial

government to foster LTC environments where NPs can thrive, build careers,

develop skills and protect Ontario’s most vulnerable."

- Dr. NP Michelle Acorn

CEO, Nurse Practitioners Association of Ontario (NPAO)

Additional Resources

2025 Ontario Budget: A Plan to Protect Ontario

Your Health: A Plan for Connected and Convenient Care

https://budget.ontario.ca/2025/index.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/your-health-plan-connected-and-convenient-care
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Launching New Student and Family Support
Offices at Every School Board

Province building a strong, accountable education system by giving families a direct way to
raise concerns, get help and find solutions faster

November 13, 2025

Education

TORONTO — The Ontario government is requiring school boards to establish

Student and Family Support Offices, so parents and guardians have a clear,

effective way to get help regarding their child’s education and find solutions faster.

The offices will act as an additional way to help families get answers on broader

community concerns, as well as contentious or complex issues that need to be

escalated after speaking with the school. This initiative is one more way the

government is delivering on its broader plan to make school boards more

accountable and focused on student success with a back-to-basics approach that

strengthens student achievement and prepares them for rewarding careers.

“Better access for parents means better outcomes for students,” said Paul

Calandra, Minister of Education. “Student and Family Support Offices will give

families clear answers and timely solutions when it comes to their child’s

education. We’re going to continue overhauling an outdated school board

governance model so that more resources go into classrooms, teachers have better

support and students have the best chance to succeed.”

Student and Family Support Offices will open in January 2026 at each of the five

supervised school boards: Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board, Ottawa-

Carleton District School Board, Thames Valley District School Board, Toronto

Catholic District School Board and Toronto District School Board. Further details will

be available on each of these school boards’ websites by January 19, 2026.

All other school boards will be expected to submit a report by March 31, 2026,

outlining how they will establish an office by September 1, 2026. Each office will be

led by a supervisory officer.

https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en


Student and Family Support Offices will review concerns raised by families to help

resolve matters that need to be escalated following initial engagement with a

child’s teacher and principal. As part of their mandate, offices will streamline the

feedback process to acknowledge inquiries within two business days and aim to

provide a response within five business days. This will make the education system

more responsive and accessible for families by ensuring existing resources can be

directed to help students, parents and families navigate the education system and

make sure their concerns are addressed.

These actions reflect the government’s continued focus on upholding public trust in

Ontario’s publicly funded education system and are part of the government’s plan

to build a strong, accountable and well-supported public education system with a

back-to-basics approach that is focused on improving student outcomes.

Quick Facts

Ontario is providing historic levels of education funding in 2025–26, with an

investment of $30.3 billion in Core Education Funding. This funding supports a

back-to-basics approach focused on strengthening core skills in reading, writing

and math, supporting students with special education needs, and expanding

access to mental health services.

The government has introduced Bill 33: Supporting Children and Students Act,

2025, that, if passed, would strengthen oversight of school board finances,

governance and program performance and grant the Minister of Education the

authority to act swiftly in matters of public interest.

When school boards fail to meet their responsibilities, the government has not

hesitated to act. Supervisors have been appointed to five school boards to

address concerns regarding growing deficits, depleting reserves and ongoing

cases of mismanagement.

Additional Resources

School board reviews and investigations

Your child’s education: a parent guide to our school system

Ontario Providing Record Education Funding while Ensuring School Board

Accountability

Education funding for school boards, 2025–2026

Ontario to Introduce Legislation to Strengthen School Board Oversight

Ontario Strengthening Governance, Accountability and Transparency in School

Boards, Postsecondary Institutions and Children’s Aid Societies
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Launching Road Safety Initiatives Fund

Province supporting proven traffic-calming measures in school zones and community
safety zones while keeping costs down for drivers

November 13, 2025

Transportation

TORONTO — The Ontario government is investing $210 million through the Road

Safety Initiatives Fund (RSIF) to support increased road safety in school zones and

community safety zones without using speed cameras that make life more

expensive for drivers and taxpayers. The RSIF will instead provide financial support

for proven road safety measures that do not raise costs for drivers, including

traffic-calming infrastructure like speed bumps, raised crosswalks, and

roundabouts as well as high visibility signage and increased police enforcement in

school zones and community safety zones where municipal speed cameras were

previously deployed.

“Under the leadership of Premier Ford, our government is standing up for drivers

by banning cash-grab speed cameras and supporting proven road safety measures

that will make a real difference,” said Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of

Transportation. “Ontario has some of the safest roads in North America and our

new Road Safety Initiatives Fund will build on this record by ensuring municipalities

have the resources they need to implement proven traffic-calming measures

without making life more expensive for drivers.”

As part of the RSIF, the Ontario government will provide $42 million in immediate

funding to support traffic-calming measures in school zones and community safety

zones that previously deployed municipal speed cameras. Early next year, eligible

municipalities will be invited to apply to the RSIF for the remainder of the funding

and submit construction plans for traffic-calming infrastructure.

In response to public concerns over the increased use of municipal speed cameras

as a revenue-raising tool, the Building a More Competitive Economy Act, which

received Royal Assent on November 3, 2025, prohibits the use of municipal speed

cameras as of November 14, 2025. These concerns were driven by a significant

increase in the use of speed cameras by certain municipalities, with more than 700

https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en


cameras added since 2019. The use of these cameras resulted in Ontarians being

charged with millions of dollars in fines, including a single camera in the City of

Toronto that issued more than 65,000 tickets and took in nearly $7 million in fines

prior to 2025.

Quick Facts

All municipalities that previously used municipal speed cameras will be eligible

to apply for the Road Safety Initiatives Fund. The $210 million in funding

provided through the RSIF is one-time funding.

For 25 years, Ontario has ranked among the top five jurisdictions in North

America for road safety, with one of the lowest fatality rates per 10,000 licensed

drivers.

The Road Safety Community Partnership Program provides funding to not-for-

profit organizations for public awareness initiatives, campaigns or events that

address priority road safety issues. Municipalities can partner with applicant

organizations, which are eligible to apply for funding.

The Reduced Impaired Driving Everywhere (RIDE) grant program provides

funding to help police services across the province keep impaired drivers off

streets and highways through year-round education campaigns and roadside

spot checks.

Additional Resources

Province Introducing Legislation to Protect Ontario by Building a More Competitive

Economy

Ontario Protecting Taxpayers by Banning Municipal Speed Cameras

Related Topics

Driving and road safety

Information about road conditions and safety, driver’s licences, vehicle registration,

commercial vehicles, transit and transportation infrastructure. Learn more

Jobs and employment
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Ontario. Learn more
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BACKGROUNDER

Ontario Investing in Mental Health Supports to Protect
Public Safety Personnel

November 14, 2025

Solicitor General



As part of its plan to protect Ontario and keep communities safe, the Ontario

government is investing $32 million to expand access to specialized mental health

services for first responders and public safety personnel.

The following emergency health, fire and police services are receiving funding

through the 2025-26 Mental Health Supports for Public Safety Personnel

(MHS4PSP) program:

Emergency health services

Beausoleil First Nation - $30,000

City of Cornwall (Akwesasne Mohawk Ambulance) - $30,000

City of Cornwall - $25,000

City of Greater Sudbury - $30,000

City of Guelph (Guelph Wellington Paramedic Service) - $25,000

City of Hamilton - $25,000

City of Kawartha Lakes - $25,000

City of Kenora (Kenora Central Ambulance Communications Centre) - $30,000

City of Thunder Bay (Superior North Emergency Medical Service) - $30,000

Cochrane District Social Services Administration Board - $30,000

County of Bruce - $25,000

County of Dufferin - $25,000

County of Elgin - $25,000

https://news.ontario.ca/solgen/en




County of Essex - $25,000

County of Frontenac - $25,000

County of Grey - $25,000

County of Hastings - $25,000

County of Huron - $25,000

County of Lambton - $25,000

County of Lanark - $25,000

County of Lennox and Addington - $25,000

County of Middlesex - $25,000

County of Norfolk- $25,000

County of Northumberland - $25,000

County of Oxford - $25,000

County of Perth - $25,000

County of Peterborough - $25,000

County of Renfrew - $25,000

District Municipality of Muskoka - $25,000

District of Nipissing Social Services Administration Board - $30,000

District of Rainy River Social Services Administration Board - $30,000

District of Sault Ste. Marie Social Services Administration Board - $30,000

District of Timiskaming Social Services Administration Board - $30,000

Haldimand County - $25,000

Municipality of Chatham-Kent - $25,000

Naotkamegwanning First Nation - $30,000

Oneida Nation of the Thames - $30,000

Regional Municipality of Durham - $25,000

Regional Municipality of Peel - $25,000





Regional Municipality of Waterloo - $25,000

Regional Municipality of York - $25,000

United Counties of Leeds and Grenville - $25,000

Weeneebayko Area Health Authority - $30,000

Fire services

City of Barrie - $25,000

City of Cambridge - $25,000

City of Dryden - $30,000

City of Greater Sudbury - $30,000

City of Guelph - $25,000

City of Kenora - $30,000

City of Kenora (Ignace Fire Department) - $30,000

City of Kenora (Sioux Lookout Emergency Services Department) - $30,000

City of Kingston - $25,000

City of Kitchener - $25,000

City of London - $25,000

City of Markham - $25,000

City of Mississauga - $25,000

City of North Bay - $30,000

City of Orillia - $25,000

City of Oshawa - $25,000

City of Peterborough - $25,000

City of St. Thomas - $25,000

City of Sault Ste. Marie - $30,000

City of Thorold - $25,000

City of Thunder Bay - $30,000





City of Timmins - $30,000

City of Toronto - $25,000

City of Waterloo - $25,000

County of Prince Edward - $25,000

Haldimand County - $25,000

Municipality of Chatham-Kent - $25,000

Municipality of Clarington - $25,000

Municipality of North Middlesex - $25,000

Municipality of North Perth - $25,000

Municipality of Thames Centre - $25,000

Six Nations of the Grand River - $30,000

The Nation Municipality - $25,000

Town of Ajax - $25,000

Town of Amherstburg - $25,000

Town of Aylmer - $25,000

Town of Caledon - $25,000

Town of Cobourg - $25,000

Town of East Gwillimbury - $25,000

Town of Essex - $25,000

Town of Fort Erie - $25,000

Town of Goderich - $25,000

Town of Greater Napanee - $25,000

Town of Iroquois Falls - $30,000

Town of Midland - $25,000

Town of Milton - $25,000

Town of Minto - $25,000





Town of Minto (Mapleton Fire Rescue) - $25,000

Town of Minto (Wellington North Fire Services) - $25,000

Town of New Tecumseth - $25,000

Town of Penetanguishene - $25,000

Town of Petawawa - $25,000

Town of Oakville - $25,000

Town of Orangeville - $25,000

Township of Centre Wellington - $25,000

Township of Conmee - $30,000

Township of Elizabethtown-Kitley - $25,000

Township of Huntsville - $25,000

Township of Loyalist - $25,000

Township of Malahide - $25,000

Township of Malahide (Bayham Fire and Emergency Services) - $25,000

Township of Malahide (Southwood Fire Department) - $25,000

Township of Malahide (West Elgin Fire Department) - $25,000

Township of Minden Hills - $25,000

Township of North Dundas - $25,000

Township of North Glengarry - $25,000

Township of North Stormont - $25,000

Township of Puslinch - $25,000

Township of South Glengarry - $25,000

Township of Springwater - $25,000

Township of Stone Mills - $25,000

Wasauksing First Nation - $30,000

Police services





Anishinabek Police Service - $30,000

Brantford Police Services Board - $25,000

Brockville Police Service - $25,000

Chatham-Kent Police Service Board - $25,000

Cornwall Community Police Services Board - $25,000

Durham Regional Police Service - $25,000

Guelph Police Service Board - $25,000

Halton Regional Police Service - $25,000

Kawartha Lakes Police Service - $25,000

London Police Service Board - $25,000

Niagara Regional Police Service - $25,000

North Bay Police Service - $30,000

Peel Regional Police - $25,000

Port Hope Police Services Board - $25,000

Saugeen Shores Police Service Board - $25,000

Sault Ste. Marie Police Service - $30,000

Six Nations Police Service - $30,000

South Simcoe Police Service - $25,000

Stratford Police Services Board - $25,000

Thunder Bay Police Service - $30,000

Timmins Police Service Board - $30,000

Toronto Police Service - $25,000

Waterloo Regional Police Service Board - $25,000

Windsor Police Service Board - $25,000

Additional Resources

Ontario Expanding Mental Health Supports for Public Safety Personnel
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Investing $3 Million to Boost Sport Tourism

Province accepting applications for next round of Sport Hosting Program to support sport
tourism and local economies

November 17, 2025

Sport

TORONTO — The Ontario government is now accepting applications for the first

intake of the 2026-27 Sport Hosting Program, which provides funding support to

communities and sport organizations hosting national and international amateur

competitions. This program is one more way the government is delivering on its

plan to protect Ontario by boosting tourism, creating jobs and strengthening local

economies across the province.

“Sport tourism is a powerful economic driver, and an important part of our

government’s plan to protect Ontario’s economy,” said Neil Lumsden, Minister of

Sport. “Our Sport Hosting Program helps communities unlock the benefits of

hosting major events and gives our athletes the opportunity to compete here at

home, while reinforcing Ontario’s reputation as a premier destination for world-

class events.”

With an annual investment of $3 million, the program has supported over 230

events since 2018, contributing approximately $220 million to Ontario’s economy.

Recent events supported through the program include Canada Basketball’s 2025

Globl Jam in Toronto, the 2025 World Junior Girls Golf Championship in St.

Catharines, the 2025 Women’s Volleyball Nations League in Ottawa and the 2025

Canadian Wheelchair Basketball League Women’s National Championship in

Durham Region.

By helping communities host these events, the program not only drives economic

activity and boosts local tourism, but it also gives Ontario athletes the elite-

competition experience they need to excel on the world stage, right here at home.

Organizations can apply for the Ontario Sport Hosting Program – Intake I funding

online through Transfer Payment Ontario until January 12, 2026.

https://news.ontario.ca/sport/en
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-sport-hosting-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/available-funding-opportunities-ontario-government


Quick Facts

Each year, the Ontario Sport Hosting Program brings together on average

approximately 9,500 amateur athletes, 3,000 volunteers and 100,000

community supporters to Ontario.

Successful applicants can use this funding to help with operational costs,

including venue, staffing, participant expenses (such as accommodations and

meals) and legacy projects.

Through the 2025-26 Sport Hosting Program – Intake II, Ontario is investing

more than $1.6 million to support 20 national and 10 international amateur

sport events, which are expected to attract 10,000 athletes and generate $34

million in economic activity for Ontario.

The government’s investments through Ontario’s $200 million Community

Sport and Recreation Infrastructure Fund are helping communities upgrade

sport facilities, paving the way for more hosting opportunities.

Quotes

"Support from Ontario’s Sport Hosting Program has allowed us to deliver two

World Aquatics Swimming World Cups and multiple national championships,

while also creating opportunities for legacy community events. This investment

strengthens our ability to host world-class competition in Ontario and ensures

long-term benefits for our athletes, officials, and local Ontario sport

communities."

- Suzanne Paulins

CEO, Swimming Canada

"On behalf of Canada Basketball, I want to extend our sincere thanks to the

Government of Ontario and the Ministry of Sport for their continued

partnership and support through the Ontario Sport Hosting Program. An

investment in events like GLOBL JAM not only helps Canada Basketball

showcase world-class basketball right here in Toronto, but also creates

meaningful opportunities for young Canadian athletes to compete against the

best in the world, while inspiring the next generation of players and fans

across the province."

- Michael Bartlett

President & CEO, Canada Basketball

https://www.ontario.ca/document/community-sport-and-recreation-infrastructure-fund
https://www.ontario.ca/document/community-sport-and-recreation-infrastructure-fund


"In addition to the economic benefits of hosting a major sports event, the

Ontario Hosting Program has been instrumental in bringing world-calibre

volleyball to Ontario, it has elevated the performance of our women's and

men's national teams and created exposure to the sport that has contributed

to the growth of youth volleyball."

- Mark Eckert

President & CEO, Volleyball Canada

"The Ontario Sport Hosting Program has been instrumental in helping ONPARA

deliver high-quality national parasport events that showcase Ontario’s

leadership in inclusion and accessibility. Support from this program made it

possible to host the 2025 Wheelchair Basketball National Championships in

Durham, creating a meaningful legacy for athletes and the community that will

continue to strengthen parasport across the province."

- Doug Hannum

Executive Director, Ontario Wheelchair Sports (ONPARA)

"Through the support of the Province of Ontario’s Sport Hosting Program, Golf

Canada has been extremely fortunate to elevate the profile of multiple

national championships. This program has enhanced the athlete experience,

deepened community engagement, and enabled the creation of meaningful

legacy initiatives that leave a lasting impact within host communities across the

province."

- Garrett Ball

Chief Operating Officer, Golf Canada

Additional Resources

Ontario Sport Hosting Program

Apply for the Ontario Sport Hosting Program

Related Topics

Business and economy

https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-sport-hosting-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/available-funding-opportunities-ontario-government


Information about Ontario’s economy and how to do business here. Includes

economic development opportunities, research funding, tax credits for business

and the Ontario Budget. Learn more

Recreation and tourism

Learn about hunting and fishing, provincial parks, festivals and events, and visiting

Ontario. Learn more

Media Contacts

Wesley Austin

Minister’s Office

Wesley.austin@ontario.ca

Media Relations

Communications Branch

SPORT.Media@ontario.ca
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Protecting Families by Holding Impaired Drivers
Accountable

Province developing requirement that would see impaired drivers causing death provide
financial support for children of victims

November 18, 2025

Attorney General

TORONTO — The Ontario government is developing new measures that would

require impaired drivers to pay ongoing child support if they kill a child’s parent or

guardian. The initiative would build on recent measures passed in the Safer Roads

and Communities Act, 2024, and is part of the government’s ongoing work to protect

Ontario families and communities by holding impaired drivers accountable for their

reckless and illegal behaviour. These financial support measures would build on

existing liabilities for impaired drivers, including the ability of victims’ families to

sue impaired drivers in civil court.

"No child should have to bear the weight of losing a parent to impaired driving,"

said Attorney General Doug Downey. "The devastating impact reaches far beyond

the immediate loss—it can leave children struggling emotionally and financially.

That’s why our government is looking at practical solutions that can ease their

burden in the wake of such tragedies and provide financial stability for children

who are left behind."

Impaired driving is illegal, preventable and the leading cause of death on Ontario

roads. In 2021, there were 182 fatalities caused by impaired driving. This includes

96 drinking and driving fatalities and 86 fatalities due to drugs.

“When a drunk driver takes an innocent life, it imposes a life sentence on the family

left behind, especially the children who are suddenly without a parent,” said

Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation. “Ontario already has some of the

toughest penalties in North America for impaired and reckless driving. Under the

leadership of Premier Ford, we are taking another step to strengthen support for

victims and their families.”

https://news.ontario.ca/mag/en


In 2023, Texas introduced a similar requirement that impaired drivers convicted of

“intoxication manslaughter” who have killed a child’s parent or guardian pay child

support until the child turns 18 or graduates high school. The province will be

exploring this requirement and other examples as it considers the best way to

effectively implement this proposal and hold impaired drivers accountable.

Quick Facts

This policy proposal is part of an upcoming legislative package that will support

the government’s work to hold criminals accountable and support victims of

crime.

Impaired driving means operating a vehicle while the ability to do so has been

compromised to any degree by a substance such as alcohol or drugs.

The Safer Roads and Communities Act, 2024 introduced a lifetime licence

suspension for anyone convicted of impaired driving causing death under the

Criminal Code.

Quotes

"MADD Canada works with those impacted by impaired driving every day, and

we know the harsh reality families face because of someone else’s harmful

choices. We applaud the Ontario government for looking into additional

measures that would hold offenders accountable and support victims—

particularly minors—impacted by the loss of a guardian that was killed by a

drunk driver."

- Steve Sullivan

CEO, MADD Canada

Additional Resources

Ontario Taking Impaired Drivers Off the Road

MADD Canada

Related Topics

Courts, justice and law

Ontario’s laws and related information about our legal system, emergency services,

the Ontario Provincial Police and victim services. Learn more

Driving and road safety

https://www.ontario.ca/page/impaired-driving
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1004606/the-safer-roads-and-communities-act
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1004598/ontario-taking-impaired-drivers-off-the-road
https://madd.ca/pages/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/courts-justice-and-law


Information about road conditions and safety, driver’s licences, vehicle registration,

commercial vehicles, transit and transportation infrastructure. Learn more

Media Contacts

Julia Facca

Minister’s Office

Julia.Facca@ontario.ca

Alexandra Wilkes

Communications Branch

Ministry of the Attorney General

mag-media@ontario.ca
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Protecting Ratepayers by Expanding Energy
Savings Programs

New rebates and incentives will help families save money and help businesses grow

November 19, 2025

Energy and Mines

NORTH YORK – As part of its plan to protect Ontario by keeping energy costs down,

the government is expanding its energy savings programs, introducing new rebates

for energy-efficient home appliances and incentives for industrial, municipal,

institutional and health-care organizations. Ontario’s energy savings programs are

part of province’s 12-year, $10.9 billion Energy Efficiency Framework, the largest

investment in energy-efficiency programs in Canadian history, and Energy for

Generations, the province’s first-ever integrated energy plan.

“With electricity demand rising, keeping more money in people’s pockets has never

been more important,” said Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines. “By

expanding Ontario’s energy savings programs to include energy efficient

appliances, families save money and Ontario saves power – the ultimate win-win.

After energy costs quadrupled under the former government, our number one

priority is affordability for families, which is why we expanded this savings program,

permanently cut the gas tax, and led the charge to scrap the carbon tax.”

With electricity demand projected to significantly increase over the next 25 years,

maximizing available grid capacity is essential to reducing strain and lowering

energy costs. Many homes and businesses still use inefficient appliances and

industrial processes, which increases energy consumption and drives up costs. This

presents a clear need for accessible, cost-saving solutions to help Ontarians cut

energy use, lower bills, and ensure a reliable power system for the future.

Starting this fall, under the Home Renovation Savings Program (HRSP), eligible

households will be able to receive rebates of up to $200 off for a wide range of

energy-efficient appliances, including refrigerators, freezers and laundry machines.

Appliances can be purchased from any retailer – online or in-store – and rebates

will be issued within 60 days of approval. All homes on Ontario’s electricity grid will

https://news.ontario.ca/mem/en
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005538/ontario-launches-new-energy-efficiency-programs-to-save-you-money
https://www.ontario.ca/page/energy-generations
https://www.ontario.ca/page/energy-generations
https://www.saveonenergy.ca/homerenovationsavings


be eligible, including condos and apartments, as long as the appliance meets the

eligibility criteria, including the replacement of existing, less energy-efficient electric

appliances.

Enhancements to the HRSP also include new rebates for attic insulation without

needing a home energy assessment. This will increase speed and make it easier for

homeowners to apply and save money. Attic insulation is still available through the

assessment-based stream, allowing for flexible consumer choice when it comes

renovating your home.

On January 7, 2025, Ontario launched the first phase of the energy savings

program, including savings for efficiency upgrades such as insulation, smart

thermostats and rooftop solar. The energy savings program is on track to exceed its

2025 targets, with up to 685 gigawatt-hours in energy savings and 226 megawatts

in peak demand reduction achieved as of June 2025 – the equivalent of taking over

220,000 homes off the grid.

The province is also expanding support for large-scale energy efficiency projects for

industrial, municipal, institutional and health-care organizations. The Save on

Energy XLerate Program will increase the per project incentive from $5 million to

$15 million to support large, complex, industrial capital projects that deliver

measurable energy savings using proven technologies to improve efficiency and

reduce electricity consumption.

Key features include:

Feasibility study support: Covers 50 per cent of study costs, up to $100,000, to

help organizations scope and develop eligible projects

Streamlined application processes: A single sign-off and first-come-first-served

intake making it faster and easier to apply

Broader eligibility and longer timelines: To support early-stage planning and

implementation across a wider range of sectors

"Ontario is taking concrete steps to ensure that our economy is powered by strong,

self-reliant, and competitive energy sources – particularly in the face of the

unprecedented energy demands that our growing province is experiencing,” said

Sam Oosterhoff, Associate Minister of Energy-Intensive Industries. “This integrated

energy plan, the first of its kind, is a generational step toward an energy future that

will grow our economy and support Ontario's industries, while remaining

affordable, reliable, and secure.”

https://saveonenergy.ca/For-Business-and-Industry/Programs-and-incentives/XLerate
https://saveonenergy.ca/For-Business-and-Industry/Programs-and-incentives/XLerate


Ontario’s Energy Efficiency Framework is forecasted to reduce the province’s peak

demand by 3,000 megawatts by 2036, which is the equivalent of taking three

million homes off the grid. By lowering operating costs for households and

businesses and freeing up electricity capacity, these measures help strengthen

Ontario’s competitiveness on the global stage and support the government’s goal

of making Ontario one of the most competitive economies in the G7.

Quick Facts

The expanded energy programs announced today build on the 14 new and

expanded energy-efficiency programs, including the Home Renovation Savings

Program (HRSP) that was announced on January 7, 2025.

This builds on Ontario’s historic $10.9 billion investment in energy efficiency.

The HRSP is a “one window” program delivered in partnership with the

Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) and Enbridge Gas, streamlining

access to rebates for energy-efficient upgrades and helping Ontarians make

smart choices that reduce energy use and lower monthly bills.

The government’s $10.9 billion investment over 12 years is also estimated to

result in $23.1 billion in nominal electricity system benefits, thereby saving

ratepayers $12.2 billion in electricity system costs by helping to avoid the build

out of new generation.

Quotes

"As our province grows, we need to ensure Ontario’s electricity system remains

reliable and affordable. That is why our government is introducing new and

expanded rebates that help Ontarians improve energy efficiency, cut energy

use, and lower their bills. By investing in these measures today, we are

strengthening the grid and securing the energy future our economy and

communities need to thrive."

- Michelle Cooper

MPP for Eglinton-Lawrence

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005538/ontario-launches-new-energy-efficiency-programs-to-save-you-money
https://www.saveonenergy.ca/homerenovationsavings
https://www.saveonenergy.ca/homerenovationsavings
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005538/ontario-launches-new-energy-efficiency-programs-to-save-you-money


"Ontario’s investment in energy efficiency shows how demand-side solutions

can lower costs, create good jobs, and make our energy system more reliable.

When we treat saved energy like a resource, it pays people instead of power

plants — and that’s a smart approach for affordability and climate progress."

- Corey Diamond

Executive Director, Efficiency Canada

"Energy efficiency is a critical part of the solution to meet our growing long-

term energy needs. That's why the IESO's Save on Energy programs are so

valuable. They help homeowners save money and businesses be more

competitive — and they directly contribute to a more reliable and affordable

electricity system."

- Lesley Gallinger

President and CEO, IESO

"Ontario Chamber members strongly support energy efficiency programs to

help lower costs and meet their climate goals. By supporting businesses in

doing so, today's announcement gives employers more room to invest,

innovate and grow, and strengthens Ontario’s competitiveness in the clean

economy of tomorrow."

- Daniel Tisch

President and CEO, Ontario Chamber of Commerce

"We applaud the government for its leadership and extraordinary support for

energy efficiency in Ontario. The new and expanded rebates for energy-

efficiency demonstrate the government’s commitment to a clean and efficient

grid, by empowering consumers to make investments that help the

environment and reduce energy bills."

- Vince Brescia

President & CEO, Ontario Energy Association



"Enbridge commends the government for its leadership in expanding their

conservation programs. With a long history of delivering residential DSM

programs, we know Ontarians want to take meaningful action to reduce their

energy bills, and conserve energy. These DSM programs are among the most

effective ways to do so. We are proud to partner with the government and

IESO to deliver the Home Renovations Savings program, which is an important

example of the renewed focus on integrated energy planning, and puts

customers first by making it easier than ever to participate."

- Brian Johnson

Senior Vice President and General Manager, Enbridge Gas Ontario

"The Ontario Home Builders’ Association welcomes the government’s

continued commitment to improving energy efficiency and reducing costs for

Ontario families and businesses. These new and expanded rebates will make it

easier for homeowners to invest in energy-saving upgrades while supporting

our industry’s efforts to build and renovate homes that are more sustainable

and affordable. Programs like these not only help homeowners lower their

energy bills but also strengthen Ontario’s path toward a more reliable, efficient,

and resilient energy future."

- Scott Andison

CEO, Ontario Home Builders’ Association

"CME welcomes this important investment in energy-efficiency programs. With

electricity demand expected to rise sharply in the coming decades, supporting

businesses with rebates and incentives is critical to keeping costs down and

ensuring a reliable power system. By expanding the Save on Energy XLerate

Program, the government is helping manufacturers reduce costs, improve

competitiveness, and reinvest in innovation, jobs, and growth across the

province."

- Dennis Darby

President and CEO, Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters (CME)



"Enhancements to the Home Renovation Savings Program are a welcome

change to this important initiative. Providing rebates to homeowners that

assist them in acquiring energy efficient appliances helps Ontarians to upgrade

their homes, supports the Ontario economy, reduces pressures on the

electricity grid and helps meet our climate goals. We applaud Minister Steven

Lecce’s leadership and the Government’s work to support Ontarians."

- Richard Lyall

President, RESCON

Additional Resources

Energy for Generations: Ontario’s Integrated Plan to Power the Strongest Economy

in the G7

Ontario Launches New Energy Efficiency Programs to Save You Money

Save on Energy Home Renovation Savings Program

Media Contacts

Chelsea McGee

Minister Lecce’s Office

Chelsea.McGee@ontario.ca

Robert Quartarone

Communications Branch

Robert.Quartarone@ontario.ca
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Councillors Michael Donohue and Jennifer Murphy
nominated for 2026 County of Renfrew Warden

Posted on Friday, November 14, 2025

Admaston/Bromley Mayor Michael Donohue (left) and Bonnechere Valley Mayor Jennifer Murphy have both been
nominated for 2026 Warden of the County of Renfrew. An election will take place at the Inaugural Session of
County Council on December 10.

 

RELEASE DATE:

November 14, 2025

Election to take place December 10 at Inaugural Session

Mayor Michael Donohue of the Township of Admaston/Bromley and Mayor Jennifer Murphy of the Township of
Bonnechere Valley have both been nominated for the 2026 Warden’s seat.

A ballot vote by County Councillors will take place on December 10, 2025 during the Inaugural Session of County
Council to decide who will assume the Office of the Warden of the County of Renfrew for 2026.

A formal nomination process takes place annually for the Office of Warden, and any member of County Council is
eligible after being nominated by two fellow council members. The successful councillor then fills the Office of
Warden for a one-year term.

The Warden fulfills the role as head of council. The nomination process closed at noon on November 14, 2025 (the
second Friday in November) and if there is more than one nomination, an election is required at the December
meeting to determine the Warden for the upcoming year.

This marks the second consecutive year that there will be an election for Warden.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Craig Kelley                          Chief Administrative Officer                               613-735-7288

Tina Peplinskie                    Media Relations Coordinator                             613-735-7288
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Construction Update - November 2025

Posted on Thursday, November 06, 2025

County Road 512 (Foymount Road) - Township of Bonnechere Valley

Construction Update – November 6, 2025

The County of Renfrew’s Public Works and Engineering Department provides monthly updates on construction in
the area. Please visit the link below to sign up to receive these updates by email: https://renfrew-
county.civilspace.io/en/projects/2025-county-transportation-infrastructure-projects 

Please share this notice so that residents, businesses, and others know about traffic delays from construction
projects. For the latest details on current projects, and their traffic effect, please check Municipal511 at
https://www.municipal511.ca/.

Ongoing Projects

County Road 4 (Storyland Road) – Township of Horton

Construction on Storyland Road, from Alex Lane to Highway 17, started September 22, 2025 and is expected to
finish mid-November. During construction, parts of Storyland Road will only have one lane open, with lights or
workers directing traffic.

County Road 71 (Matawatchan Rd.) – Township of Greater Madawaska

Rock removal and widening of the causeway is complete on Matawatchan Road, about 8.2km south of Highway 41.
Utility relocations have also been completed, and road construction on Matawatchan Road, from Civic Address 4882
to Centennial Lake Road, continued in mid-October and is expected to finish mid-November. During construction,
areas of Matawatchan Road will only have one lane open, with lights or workers directing traffic.

County Road 512 (Foymount Road) – Township of Bonnechere Valley

Construction on Foymount Road, from Silver Lake Road to Highway 41, started September 8, 2025 and is expected
to finish late-November. During construction, parts of Foymount Road will only have one lane open, with lights or
workers directing traffic.

County Structure B122 (Waba Creek Bridge) – Township of McNab/Braeside

Construction on Waba Creek Bridge, which is on Burnstown Road, about 0.7 km north of White Lake Road, started
July 14, 2025 and is expected to finish late-November. During construction, only one lane will be open to cross the
bridge, with signals directing traffic. Pedestrians can cross the bridge during construction.

County Structure B145 (Combermere Bridge) – Township of Madawaska Valley

https://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/en/index.aspx
https://renfrew-county.civilspace.io/en/projects/2025-county-transportation-infrastructure-projects
https://renfrew-county.civilspace.io/en/projects/2025-county-transportation-infrastructure-projects
https://www.municipal511.ca/


Construction on Combermere Bridge, which is on Combermere Road, about 0.5km south of Palmer Road, started
April 2, 2025 and is expected to finish mid-November. During construction, only one lane will be open to cross the
bridge, with signals directing traffic. Mill Street will be closed at Combermere Road during construction, with signs
showing the detour route. Pedestrians can cross the bridge during construction.

County Structure C201 (Broomes Creek Culvert & Dam) – Township of Whitewater Region

Construction on Broomes Creek Culvert and Dam, which is on Foresters Falls Road, about 0.1km east of Foresters
Falls, started May 1, 2025 and is expected to finish in 2026, with a stoppage over winter. During construction, and
over the winter, the road in this area will be closed to all traffic, including pedestrians, with signs showing the
detour route. The detour will follow Kohlsmith Road and Queens Line. For more details on this project, please visit:
https://renfrew-county.civilspace.io/en/projects/c201-broomes-creek-culvert-dam-reconstruction

Algonquin Trail – Township of Head, Clara and Maria

Construction on Algonquin Trail, from Yates Road to Crossing Road, started September 29, 2025 and will finish
late-November. Stone dust surface is also being applied from Mackey Creek Road to Yates Road. These sections of
Algonquin Trail will remain closed until late 2025 once construction, including signage installation is completed.

Completed Projects

County Road 20 (Castleford Road) – Township of Horton

Construction on Castleford Road, from Highway 17 to Humphries Road, started August 25, 2025 and is nearly
complete, with only shoulder sealing and line painting remaining to be completed.

County Road 26 (Doran Road) – Town of Petawawa

Construction on Doran Road, from Black Bay Road to Petawawa Boulevard, started July 22, 2025 and is nearly
complete, with only line painting, minor sidewalk works, and a pedestrian crosswalk remaining to be completed.

County Road 52 (Burnstown Road) and 508 (Calabogie Road) – Township of McNab/Braeside

Construction on Burnstown Road, from the Burnstown Bridge to Picket Hill Lane, and on Calabogie Road from
Stacey Drive to 1803 Calabogie Road, started August 11, 2025 and was completed October 17, 2025.

County Road 512 (Foymount Road) – Township of Bonnechere Valley

Construction on Foymount Road, from Quadeville Road to McCauley Mount Road, started August 11, 2025 and
finished September 29, 2025.

C134 (Campbell Drive Culvert) – Township of McNab/Braeside

Construction for slope stabilization at Campbell Drive Culvert, on Campbell Drive, approximately 2.4km north of
Highway 417, started on October 6, 2025 and finished on November 4, 2025. Hydroseeding remains to be
completed; at which time the roadway will be limited to a single lane of traffic with lights or workers directing
traffic.

PLEASE DRIVE WITH CARE THROUGH CONSTRUCTION SITES THANK YOU FOR PATIENCE

© 2020 County of Renfrew, 9 International Drive, Pembroke ON K8A 6W5, Phone: 1-800-273-0183, Fax: 613-735-
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Renfrew County and District Health Unit 
“Optimal Health for All in Renfrew County and District” 

 

For Immediate Release 
 

(Pembroke, Ontario, November 7, 2025) 

 

First local influenza case of the 2025/2026 season 

 

Renfrew County and District Health Unit (RCDHU) has received laboratory confirmation of the 

first local case of influenza A for the 2025-2026 season. 

  

Seasonal influenza, commonly known as the flu, is a contagious viral respiratory illness that 

affects the nose, throat, and lungs. The flu vaccine (flu shot) is the most effective way to 

prevent influenza infection and severe illness. 

  

Flu shots are available for anyone aged 6 months or older at RCDHU clinics across Renfrew 

County and District, at participating pharmacies, or from your primary care provider.  

 

To see the full RCDHU clinic schedule and to book your flu shot, visit www.rcdhu.com or call us 

at 613-732-9436 or 1-833-773-0004. 

 

- 30 - 

 

Renfrew County and District Health Unit 

Fax: 613-735-3067 

media@rcdhu.com 

www.rcdhu.com 

http://www.rcdhu.com/
http://www.rcdhu.com/
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