
 

 
Town of Arnprior 

Regular Meeting of Council: April 13th, 2026 
Correspondence Package Number A-26-APR-05 

Recommendation: 

That the Correspondence Package Number. A-26-APR-05 be received, and the 

recommendation(s) outlined be brought forward for Council’s consideration.  

Action Item: 

 

1. Resolution of Support – Protecting Local Voice in Public Education 

Whereas locally elected school board trustees provide essential community 

representation; and 

Whereas rural communities rely on trustees to reflect local priorities, ensure 

accountability, and advocate for students; and 

Whereas proposed changes may reduce or eliminate locally elected trustees. 

Therefore Be It Resolved That Council affirms support for maintaining elected 

trustees; and 

Further That the Mayor and Clerk send a joint letter to the Minister of Education and 

the Premier expressing the municipalities support for maintaining elected trustees, 

with copies to ROMA, AMO and local MPP Billy Denault. 

2. Municipal Grant Request (In-Kind Support) – Arnprior & Area Physician 

Recruitment Committee  

That Council of the Corporation of the Town of Arnprior receive the Municipal Grant 

request from the Arnprior & Area Physician Recruitment Committee; and 

Whereas the Arnprior & Area Physician Recruitment Committee is an eligible 

organization under the Municipal Grants Policy as they support the community by 

working to ensure that every current and future resident has access to a local family 

physician.  

Therefore Be It Resolved That Council approve the request for waiving the Nick 

Smith Centre Community Hall rental fees on April 23rd, 2026, (value of approximately 

$470 plus HST) for their Doctors Dining Duel event; and 

Further That the Arnprior & Area Physician Recruitment Committee be advised that 

it is mandatory to carry sufficient liability insurance and have the Town of Arnprior 

added as an additional insured for the event is responsible for any security related 

costs for the event. 
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April 2, 2026 

  
Mayor Lisa McGee 
Town of Arnprior 
 

Dear Mayor McGee, 
 
Re: Protecting Local Voice in Public Education 
 
I am an elected school board trustee and Chairperson for the Renfrew County District School Board 
and writing to you on behalf of the Board of Trustees.  We are requesting Council’s support in 
reaffirming the essential role of locally elected public school trustees as the primary community voice 
in public education. 
 
There are proposals by the Minister of Education to drastically change — or eliminate — locally elected 
English public school trustees in Ontario. The Minister has described current school board governance 
as “outdated.” We strongly disagree. Local democratic representation is not outdated, especially in 
rural communities like ours. 
 
Communities such as the Town of Arnprior deserve a direct say in shaping the schools that shape our 
children. Elected trustees ensure open meetings, transparent budgets, and visible accountability. 
Removing trustees would silence the only direct, elected voice families currently have, shifting 
decisions entirely to Queen’s Park. 
 
Trustees are your neighbours and local champions. We understand local priorities firsthand — from 
long bus routes and the importance of small community schools to expanding skilled trades and 
experiential learning. We are often the first point of contact for families seeking help or advocacy. The 
loss of local voice is felt most deeply in rural and northern communities. Trustees identify 
transportation gaps, enrolment pressures, and facility challenges early, helping prevent costly crises 
and ensuring provincial policy works in local reality. 
 
I respectfully request your support as local municipal leaders to: 

• Sign or initiate a joint letter of support and send it to the Minister of Education and the Premier 
• Share these concerns with provincial decision-makers 
• Send your letter of support to ROMA and AMO 
• Speak publicly in favour of maintaining elected public school trustees 
• Consider placing this matter on the agenda at your next council meeting 
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For your convenience, here is a sample council motion you could use: 
 
Sample Council Motion (Concise): 

• WHEREAS locally elected school board trustees provide essential community representation; 
• AND WHEREAS rural communities rely on trustees to reflect local priorities, ensure 

accountability, and advocate for students; 
• AND WHEREAS proposed changes may reduce or eliminate locally elected trustees; 
• THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council affirms support for maintaining elected trustees; 
• AND FURTHER THAT the Mayor/Clerk send a joint letter to the Minister of Education and the 

Premier, with copies to ROMA, AMO, and local MPP(s). 

Our education system is strongest when it reflects the communities it serves. Protecting the role of 
elected trustees protects that strength for future generations. 
 
Thank you for your service to our community. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue 
and its local impacts.  I can be reached at 613-735-0151 ext. 2301 or bolandl2@rcdsb.on.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Leo Boland 
Chairperson 
Renfrew County District School Board 
 

cc: RCDSB Board of Trustees  
 Kathleen Woodcock, President - Ontario Public School Boards’ Association 
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